“We must pray much. I would like to invite everyone to pray,
but also to seek how to communicate, /... to say that we want

peace. We are a people who love peace, and there is a great

need for peace.” .
4 Nouvelles En Famille

Pope Leo X1V, April 7%, 2026

Wishing you a blessed Faster season
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A page of Betharramite history « FATHER ETCHECOPAR’S JOURNEYS

number of faithful who came there to
hear Mass and receive Communion.
But what a crowd in the Basilical
What noise! What crowd! Or perhaps
we should say, what chaos! [...]

Lord Jesus, my leader and my
invincible master! Here | am! Here
we all are! Following our founder, to
always humble ourselves, to always
work, within the limits of our position,
to live and die there, humble,
submissive, constant, content; this is
the law that you founded, followed;
and which, from now on, is our law as
well as yours... We desire it, because
you willed it and as you willed it, in
the very depths of our hearts: Legem
in medio cordis *. We want to fulfill
this law of struggle, like you, with the
only weapons of truth and charity,
legem in medio cordis ; and always
out of love, rather than any other
motive, according to the motto of
Father Garicoits. And principally,
for the reward of your love and the
possession of your heart by ours! For
you are the God of our hearts and your
heart is our portion in eternity. Deus
cordis mei et pars mea in aeternum “.
May this, O Infinite Mercy, be the
great grace of this pilgrimage for me
and for all those dear to me!

Bethlehem, Easter Tuesday, April 4

We left Jerusalem on Easter Sunday
at 9:00 a.m. Father Romain was
beginning to tire of the change of
lodgings and routine. And when
Father Planche, who had come to
fetch us, asked him, “When are we
leaving?” he replied, “As soon as
possible”

[..]

In three-quarters of an hour, we
covered the distance from Jerusalem
to Bethlehem; at the sound of the car,
Father Estrate ran up, and while we
were embracing him, Father Bergez,
Father Roy, and the scholastics
arrived; they were waiting for us on
the road. But without seeing them,
we had already passed them... It had
been about ten days since we had
seen each other; imagine our shared
joy and the happiness of our first
outpouring of affection. ®

3) The law in the depths of the heart, Ps 39:9: “Your law is within my heart.”
4) God will always be the rock of my heart and my portion. Psalm 73:26: “God is the rock of my heart forever”.
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of the Holy Sepulchre. He replied
with perfect kindness: “Petite et
accipietis”. So, upon arriving this
morning, around six o'clock, at the
Holy Sepulchre, crowded with priests
and lay faithful, we were served
as we wished, at the altar of the
Franciscan Fathers’ choir; there we
were secluded from the noise and the
crowd. Father Romain stood at one
of the stalls and had only a few steps
to take to receive Communion from
my hand. Add to these advantages
the fact of being in the very place
where, according to pious fradition,

2) Ask and you will receive.

Our Lord appeared to His Most Holy
Mother after His Resurrection. For
us, used fo attributing everything to
her, after her divine Son; for us, who
live and breathe only by her grace
and tenderness, we had no difficulty
seeing in these conveniences and
appropriate  circumstances  new
caresses of her maternal goodness...
Father Romain could not detach
himself from the thanksgivings of his
profound faith. He wished to attend
two Masses after mine, even though
the surrounding atmosphere became
hotter and more oppressive due to the

Nouvelles en tamille

The Call to Be
Betharramites:
Family and Mission

“Who are my mother and my
brothers?” (Mk 3:33)

Dear Betharramites,

| have long wanted to propose a reflection on the
place of family in our consecrated life, inspired by how

important it has surely been in all of our vocational journeys. On the

other hand the family is also a place of passage, a gift that the Lord gives us as the
foundation of discipleship.

No one has ever had or has a perfect family. Some of us choose the Congregation,
longing to find that ideal family within it, and over time we find “a community of men
and not of angels” (SMG). In redlity, this human aspiration lacks realism because it
is not subordinated to a total commitment to Jesus Christ. Only the transformative
encounter with Jesus, the servant of the Father, the friend of humankind, will reveal
to us a new perspective and help us to find new meaning in our connection to our
deepest roots. The experience of a genuine vocation always repositions one’s family
of origin.

We are social beings, born and raised with love within a family institution where we
internalise the fundamental values for life in community. It is about going through the
same Paschal process that Jesus Christ experienced. He asks us fo leave behind “the
boats and the nets” to become disciples, to be willing to “lose everything” to gain the
Kingdom of God for all.
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A word from the superior general

A page of Betharramite history « FATHER ETCHECOPAR’S JOURNEYS

With the biblical passage that begins this article, we see how Jesus expresses in the
midst of his mission his “inner distance” from his family—even from his beloved Mother.
He now has a new family, the family of those who do God'’s Will, who listen to his words
and open themselves to the Kingdom of God.

The search for God'’s Will is not foreign to any member of the family of Betharram. It
asks us for a humble heart, attentive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, in every “yes”
and every “no” of our lives. Cultivating docility fo God’s will is achieved only through
constant discernment, the fruit of our experience of God, of our spiritual life. Here, the
family represents, according to our cultural differences, a “very strong bond,’ which we
must understand well—while following Jesus Christ—so as not to become entangled
init.

Jesus has freed people from the tight ties of their families as none else can. To the man
who wanted fo follow him, but who first wanted to go and bury his father, he says:
“Let the dead bury their own dead. You go and proclaim the kingdom of God" (Lk
9:60). Duties regarding parents take a back seat, after we are linked with the vocation
to proclaim the Kingdom of God. This covenant with Christ is such a powerful reality
within us that it is capable of franscending the bonds of blood.

| remember the first year | entered the seminary. My mother (or so my aunts told me)
cried in secret... However, years later, when | was about to finish my theology studies,
| sat down with her one day fo discuss a family matter. Before | could even open my
mouth, she said firmly, “Don’t come telling me you're leaving the seminary!” | smiled
and said, “No, Mom, it's something else.” | was amazed by what had happened in her.
Over the years, she had not only accepted my vocation but had become its guarantor,
its support, its foundation. It was all God’s work.

The experience of leaving home, of leaving behind loved ones, friends, studies, one’s
job, etc,, is painful, but necessary, because it is profoundly evangelical. The Lord tells
us fo take a knapsack and a pair of sandals and sends us out two by two, “Go, | am
sending you...!"

Jesus encourages his followers to follow their own path, regardless of whether their
family understands or not, or whether their friends think it's appropriate or not. This

Nouvelles en tamille

Father Etchecopar had the opportunity to experience Holy Week in Jerusalem
twice, during his two trips to Palestine in 1891 and 1893. While he left us only
brief accounts of the week of preparation for Easter during his first trip, on the
second, he wrote lengthy letters to his assistant, Father Victor Bourdenne SCJ in
Bétharram, in which he kept a veritable journal of everything he did, saw, and
experienced during these holy days, from Palm Sunday to Easter.

Father Romain Bourdenne SCJ] accompanied him on this “Easter pilgrimage.” He
is therefore frequently mentioned in the letters from Palestine.

Here are some excerpts from this “journal,” focusing particularly on Easter
Sunday:

April 2, Holy Easter Day [in Holy Sepulchre, or at a nearby altar.

Jerusalem] Our Divine Mother spoiled us to the

Father Romain wanted to receive  very end. Yesterday, during a visit to
Communion at the Basilica; the  Father Jerome, former Prior of the
difficulty lay in finding a suitable altar ~ Franciscans of Pau and now Vicar

and time on such a day, when the
priests of the religious communities
of Jerusalem insist, (as is their right),
on offering the Holy Sacrifice in the

of the Custos, (the official guardian
of the Holy Places) we explained
our needs to him and asked him
to recommend us to the sacristy

1) Concelebration was a common practice in the early Christian communities, where priests celebrated with the bishop as

a single body. However, from the 13th century onward, the practice fell into disuse, giving way to “private Masses” or those
celebrated individually by each priest, as is the case here in the account of Fr. Etchecopar.

Vatican II (1963), through the constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium (57-58), officially re-established the faculty of conce-

lebration to manifest the unity of the priesthood.
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Life of the Regions

Region of Saint Mary of
Jesus Crucified

THAILAND-VIETNAM |
Assembly and final profession
of Br. Boonyod

From March 16 to 19, the Vicariate of
Thailand and Vietnam lived through in-
tense days of sharing and the celebration
of a new final profession, in the presence of
the Regional Superior, Fr. Wilfred Pereppadan scj.

During the first two days, the annual assembly of the Vicari-
ate was held on the theme: “We walk together!’, drawn from the Acts of the Generall
Chapter. On the agenda, among other things: strengthening the spirit of synodality
through moments of reflection and evaluation on the various aspects of community
life; presentation and examination of summary reports. The assembly concluded with
a renewed commitment fo religious life, fo mission and to fraternal communion. On
March 18, the Council of the Vicariate followed, which examined administrative mat-
ters and defined pastoral guidelines, according to a global and systematic approach.

On March 19, the solemnity of Saint Joseph, Brother Jean-Baptiste Boonyod
Sawangthammakun, SCJ, was definitively welcomed into the Congregation.
This event was a significant and grace-filled moment for the entire Vicariate.

"SI

A word from the superior general

solifude in the vocational decision is part of the life of both a religious and a layperson
when it comes to the moment of leaving their own family. It is something we will always
have to face personally: our response of faith to his call.

Who are my mother and my siblings? Those who hear the Word of God and live by
it. In this issue, we will see this in the experience of Saint Michael, of Venerable Father
Etchecopar, but also in the sharing of religious and lay people who have left their
families to join another. Each one from their deepest identity, their culture, their gifts,
and their limitations. We will see how this process has not been easy, because it is a
passionate journey that is not without its crosses. Thus, our story becomes salvific,
following in the footsteps of Christ, in a progressive conformity with him that invites us
to say, “Ita Pater” (Yes, Father). Father. You called me because you willed it. Here | am
to do your will.

Now | offer a word for “the virtual family” Today we live in changing times where
narcissism can dominate. It matters an awful lot whether others like us or not these
days, whether they subscribe to what we do or ignore us. The media fills a large part
of our day, but it also creates dependencies that condition us and can sometimes even
enslave us. What begins as a search for security and approval can, over time, become
a threat or a burden. But to help us persevere, the Lord is there, “like a steadfast soldier
atour side” (cf. Jer 20:11).

Just recently, very popular young diocesan priest from the Diocese of Milan left the
ministry. During his few years as a priest, he had become an influencer. He had
200,000 followers on social media. When he officially announced his decision, he
was inferviewed several times by different media outlets, and he seemed compelled
to publicly explain his decision with very personal arguments. | believe that his media
prominence had led him to place himself at the centre of his own life, where—on
the contrary—we are taught to place the Other. This experience left me reflecting...
Can acquiring public attention tfoday become a heavy burden when facing great
challenges or more personal decisions, such as persevering in one’s vocation? It is
assumed that this vocation was born and nurtured by a serene intimacy with the Lord.
In the most difficult moments, we can see how family is a gift; we don’t choose it, nor
does it choose us, but it is there to support us.
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A word from the superior general

Notices from the General Council

Religious life has taught me that Jesus always encourages us to embark on our own
path and to follow it. This unique path He offers is more important than the approval
of others. Each person is unique. This is Jesus’ message. And each person leaves their
unique and indelible mark on this world; their life in Christ becomes a love story. The
true disciple doesnt need fo justify their impact or validate it with the approval of
family, friends, colleagues, or followers.

Each person must embark on their own path, doing what God inspires in their heart.
But to do so, it's crucial not fo become entangled in other ties.

We Betharramites often say that Betharram is a family. | think it’s a fitting comparison,
but it never truly captures its original meaning. We become part of a new family, just
as the Congregation is, but it will never be like my family of origin, and | can’t expect
it fo be. The gift of vocation is meant to build a new story, faithful and creative to the
inner experience that inspires it. In which a certain face of Jesus has captivated us and
is “an incentive, a model, and a means to attain divine love” (founding text).

| wish you all a very happy Easter.
Fr. Gustavo Agin scj
Superior General

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION IN COMMUNITY:

1. Inlight of the Lord’s call to “leave everything” to follow him (cf. Lk 9:60),
how have you experienced inwardly the transition from your family of origin to the “‘new
family” born from listening to and living the Word of God?

2. Jesus invites us to have a free heart to seek the Father’s will.
What Paschal journey—of detachment, discernment, and trust—have you undertaken to

“reposition” your family ties within your vocation and mission as a Betharramite?

3. “Who are my mother and my brothers? Those who hear the Word of God and keep it”
How do you experience this word in your life today, and how does your community
become a sign of this new family in the Lord?

Nouvelles en tamille

Decisions and notices of the General Council

On March 23 last, at the initia-
tive of the Superior General with his
Council and in response to a request
of the General Chapter (no. 157), a
videoconference meeting was held
between the General Bursar, Fr. Gra-
ziano Sala scj, and the three Regional
Bursars, Fr. Gerard Zugarramurdi scj
(SMG Region), Fr. Tobia Sosio scj (PAE
Region) and Fr. Bithu Pitak scj (SM|C
Region).

The Superior General with his
Council has launched the consulta-
tions for the appointment of the Re-

gional Vicars whose mandate will
expire next September 13 (all Vicars
except the Regional Vicar of India
appointed in 2025). We remind you
that the consultations must reach the
General Secretary by May 31.

Given the current world context and
the consequent difficulties of travel
and obtaining visas for France, the
session on Final Profession planned
for Betharram this year has been
postponed to a further date to be de-
fined.

Meeting of the General Council on March 20" 2026

Region of St Michael Garicoits
[Vicariate of Italy]

® The Superior General, with the con-

sent of his Council, approved the clo-

On March 4, 2026, the Dicastery for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and So-
cieties of Apostolic Life granted Fr.
Eudes Fernandes da Silva (Vicariate
of Brazil, Region of Fr. Auguste Etche-
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sure of the Castellazzo residence. The
Lissone-Castellazzo  Community s
therefore renamed the “Lissone Com-
munity”. The Superior of the Commu-
nity, residing in Lissone, confinues his
mandate.

copar) the indult of departure from
the Congregation in view of his incar-
dination in the Archdiocese of Belo
Horizonte (Brazil).




Theme for reflection Pope Leo XIV
born; but only ten lived past the age  sent any news... (( Homily, Chrism Mass |
of two. St Peter’s Basilica * Holy Thursday, 2 April 2026

The family lived a deep faith. In 1852,
not yet a priest, Auguste wrote to his
brother: “Our family is a privileged
one! A father and mother, models of
virtue, children all imbued with the
most excellent principles from the
cradle, strengthened and engraved
in their souls in the school of sacrifice
and work. A sister who is a nun and
a brother who will soon be a priest,
twelve hearts in all from which em-
anates an uninterrupted cchorus of
praise and thanksgiving.

At 18, Evariste, the eldest, emigrat-
ed. From Argentina, he traveled to
Peru; illness stopped him in Tucumadn;
once cured of illness, to thank those
who had welcomed him, he mar-
ried their daughter Caroline! In 1851,
he brought over his brothers Séverin,
13 years old, and Maxime, barely 10!
When Evariste died childless, Séverin
married the widow; Their baby lived
only about ten days... The only direct
descendants of the Etchécopar fam-
ily came from Maxime. And what a
wealth of connections, letters, and
gifts there were between Auguste
and his brothers! One shadow on the
horizon: their brother, Jean-Baptiste,
who left for the United States, never

Madeleine is the “guardian angel of
the family”! Her older siblings have
left: she becomes the heir; it falls to
her to take care of father and mother,
brother and sisters! And she does it
very well; perhaps with a preference
for her priest brother? She might offer
him a few minor reproaches. More
often than not, she follows his wishes...
On June 20, 1874, Father Etchécopar
offered the Franciscans a plot of land
he claimed to own in Saint-Palais;
and on December 10, 1874, “Miss Ma-
deleine Antoinette Etchécopar, of in-
dependent means,” signed the deed
of transfer! Didn’t he also encourage
his sister to buy her childhood home?
And to welcome those who came to
visit it?

Two men, from such different fam-
ilies; yet they cultivated the same
values... Such are Micahel Garicoits
and Auguste Etchécopar! Are they
our founders? Certainly: yes! But: “As
our revered Father so often reminded
us: ‘It is God who willed this work.” It
bears His mark all the more because
He drew it from the lowest depths,
from the very brink of nothingness.” ®

Onward!m

9) Letter from Father Etchécopar to Father Magendie, in Argentina, October 18, 1879.

Nouvelles en tamille
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ear friends, we follow Jesus, who “did not regard equa-

lity with God as something to be exploited, but emp-

tied himself” (Phil 2:6-7). Every mission begins with that
kind of self-emptying in which everything is reborn. Our dignity
as sons and daughters of God cannot be taken from us, nor can
it be lost, but neither can the affections, places, and experien-
ces at the start of our lives be erased. We are heirs to so much
good and, at the same time, to the limitations of a history into
which the Gospel must bring light and salvation, forgiveness and
healing. Thus, there is no mission without reconciliation with our
past, with the gifts and limitations of the upbringing we have re-
ceived; but, at the same time, there is no peace without setting
out, no awareness without detachment, no joy without risk. We
are the Body of Christ if we move forward, coming to terms with
the past without being imprisoned by it: everything is restored
and multiplied if it is first let go, without fear. This is a fundamen-
tal secret of mission. It is not something that is experienced just

once, but in every new beginning, in every new sending forth.




Theme for reflection

The Place of Family in Our Consecrated Life

In the Family and in the Community One Becomes...

| am the eldest of four children,
born into a family of farmers in a
small mountain village in Valtelli-
na, just after the end of the Sec-
ond World War. From time to time,
| cannot help but return in mem-
ory to the fortunate years of pri-
mary school, marked by a passion
for study and also by the fatigue
and joy of helping my parents in
the fields, during haymaking and
especially during the summers |
spent as a shepherd in the alpine
pastures at 2,000 meters above
sea level, in the presence of a ma-
jestic glacier and a landscape that
inspired moments of dreamy con-
templation and praise to the crea-
tor for such beauty.

It was almost natural for my deeply
religious family to point me toward
the path leading to priesthood.
My father preferred the diocesan
seminary, hoping to have a good

Fr. Piero Trameri scj,

Community of Albavilla

parish priest in his old age who
would care for his elderly parents.
However, he had to contend with
a Betharramite brother (Fr Giovan-
ni) and, above all, with a sister who
was a nun (Sr Albina), a missionary
who had returned from China and
dreamed of seeing a missionary ad
gentes grow within the family.

Who knows which of these different
sensitivities prevailed, even if hu-
manly speaking they were some-
what  self-interested? Probably
the One who calls, who fascinates,
who slowly forms and guides along
His paths, asking us to learn to
welcome them. Ecce venio, docet!
("Here | am, teach me!”)

Thus, at the age of twelve, | found
myself at the Apostolic School of Al-
bavilla, surrounded by many sym-
pathetic companions but carrying
a deep homesickness in my heart
and my thoughts constantly turned

Nouvelles en tamille




Theme for reflection

Theme for reflection

before four months. The only daugh-
ter remained for a long time in lbarre,
in the service of the noble family of the
village and at the family home where a
female presence was needed between
the death of the mother (1846) and the
marriage of Manech (1856); then she
joined Paulle in Ustaritz.

Michel Gaicoits had a profound love for
his own people! First and foremost, his
mother: “After God, it is to my mother
that | owe who | am!” 2 She would have
loved Michel to be a priest near lbarre;
he finds this amusing; his brothers con-
tinued their efforts: in vain. “Toward his
father and mother;, he proves himself
an excellent son... Until his death, he will
visit them and show them the most ten-
der affection! * When times were hard,
would Michael have wanted to retire
fo Ibarre? It is a temptation he refuses!*
Above all, do not criticise Michael Ga-
icoits as his cousin dared to do! His an-
swer is firm: “Do not accuse me of indif-
ference; you will find no trace of this in-
difference in my heart; you are, believe

me, in my memories and in my affec-
tions every day”®

What becomes of Garacotchéa when
its last inhabitants die without descend-
ants? From a letter from Father Etchéco-
par to his brother & “On Friday, several
members of the tribunal [for the can-
onization process], having expressed a
desire to go to Ibarre, Madeleine and |
visited the birthplace of the Servant of
God, which our sister now owns!

So who are the Etchécopars?

The family comes from the smallest
Basque province. On November 27,
1860, Marie d’Etchécopar, heiress to
the manor house of Etchécopar in
Restoue, married Pierre Bustanobi;
he became an Etchecopar by mar-
riage (husband-in-law) 7. Their third
child settled in Saint-Palais, where
he married on June 7, 1795; Matthieu
Etchécopar® was a bailiff at the court.
Jean-Pierre was the eldest of his chil-
dren. He, a postmaster, married
Ninette Sibas. Fiffeen children were

2) Fr. MIEYAA, The Life of Saint Michael Garicoits, o. c., p. 48.
3) We find this quotation in A. MAINHAGUIET, Michel Garicoits, Le Saint d’Ibarre. Sa vie. Son ceuvre, Edi-

tions Ezkila, Urt, 1969, p. 83.

4) Cf. Fr. MIEYAA, A lécoute de saint Michel Garicoits, o. c., p. 277-278 quoting Cachica, nr. 48.
5) Fr. MIEYAA, Correspondence of Saint Michael Garicoits, Volume I, p. 167-168.

6) Letter dated: Saint-Palais, 23 September 1890.

7) According to the custom of the land: Marie d’Etchecopar is the heiress because she is the eldest of the family;
when Pierre Bustanobi marries her, he goes to her home and takes her name. ..

8) The particle d’ indicating nobility was suppressed by the French Revolution...
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toward my distant family and my
mountains. | eagerly awaited the
holidays so that | could return home
and help with agricultural work.
The affection of my family and the
shared hardships endured with
perseverance became the treas-
ure | carried back with me to the
seminary, giving me the strength to
continue.

My mother’s open-mindedness,
shaped by many years of domes-
tic service in nearby Switzerland,
and my father’s tireless work ethic
profoundly influenced my forma-
tion in following a saint such as Fa-
ther Garicoits, who in his youth had
worked as a domestic servant for
the Anghelu family in Oneix in or-
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der to pay for his studies.

The simple and frugal lifestyle lived
within our family during the diffi-
cult post-war years thus became a
precious human and spiritual her-
itfage in my journey toward conse-
crated life, called to live the virtues
of the Sacred Heart. Over time, this
heritage became an indispensable
support in facing and overcoming
moments of demanding responsi-
bility, as well as the inevitable dif-
ficulties that are part of community
life, just as they are part of every
family.

The imprints of love, like wounds,
remain forever engraved in the
heart. m
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Losses, Graces and Mercies

| was born and brought up in a Catholic
family in a village called Ranipur in the
district of Kokrajhar, Assam. | belongto a
tribe called Oraon, one of the branch of
Adivasi and the language spoken is Ku-
rukh. My parents were peasants. | have
two brothers and a sister. | am the sec-
ond child. My family played a vital role
in making me, what | am today. My par-
ents provided a good environment for
my growth both physically and spiritually.

Life was difficult in my early stages of
life. | lost my mother at the age of six,
while my sister was just six months old.
It was really tough time for my father to
take care of us. But, we were fortunate
to have a Aunt (my father’s younger sis-
ter) to care of us all.

In the beginning, | was send fo a village
school but later on, | was admitted o a
Mission school. The Mission school (St.
Mathew’ E.M. School, Soraibil) is tak-
en care by the Diocese of Bongaigaon.
Since my village was far away from
the Parish (Mary Mother of God, Sorai-
bil) and also the roads were very bad, |
was admitted in the Parish hostel. As a
young boy, it was bit difficult for me to
adjust in the hostel with other boys but
that was a blessing in disguise.

Fr. Pobitro Minj scj,

Community of Simaluguri

Two major violence took place between
the tribals in 1996 and 1998, in the district
of Kokrajhar, Assam, where many lives
were lost. People took shelter in camps
for almost 10 years, including my family.
These events totally affected the liveli-
hood and family scenario. Things were
not normal thereafter. My schooling
was also affected.

Talking about the religiousity and cul-
ture: Those days, superstitious beliefs
were prominent in our Village and the
neighbouring villages. Witchcrafts were
practiced. Missionaries had fough time
to instill the faith. My tribe have a tradi-
tional festival named as Karam - a har-
vest festival — where people worship the
nature and thank for its gifts. These type
of beliefs made it difficult for people to
shift their faith to different faith. My vil-
lage was the first one to receive the faith
of Christianity in my Parish.

Life in the hostel was indeed a bless-
ing for me , as it helped me to develop
in all the aspects of my life. My faith in
Christ gradually grew because of the
frequent guidance of Priests and sisters.
| was fortunate to attain Mass everyday
and other devotional activities in Parish,
since | was in Parish Hostel. My disci-
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through vows and to belong fully to this
religious family (Art. 153).

Finally, Betharramites deeply value
their families of origin, whose relation-
ships enrich their community life (Art.
108). Following the example of Christ,

they promote a culture of life, accom-
pany families in difficulty, and support
parents in their educational mission.
Family ministry thus forms an essential
part of their ecclesial service (Art. 121). m

The GARICOITS Family and the ETCHECOPARS

What do “Garicoits” and “Etchécopar”
have in common? For openers: the
name “Garicoits” is a franscription of the
house name “Garaco-etchéa,” meaning
“the house on the hill” And there’s the
“Etché” in “Efchécopar, meaning “the
noble house”!

In Basque custom, each person is called
by their first name and the name of
their house. And here, besides walls and
buildings, it refers to everything con-
nected to them. Another unique fea-
ture: while all children are very attached
to their birthplace, only the eldest—boy
or girl—inherits it; the others will “settle”
elsewhere.

Garaco-etchéa: a small dwelling ca-
pable of housing about ten people at a
time! When Michael was born, in addi-

1) “Though not lacking in intelligence, he will maintain a certain childlike simplicity” Fr. MIEYAA, The Life of

Saint Michael Garicoits, p. 22.
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Fr. Benat Oyhénart scj,

« Cote basque » Community

tion to his parents, his paternal grand-
parents and his father’s two brothers
were living there. There was a tradition
of care: Michael, the grandfather, tfook
in his father-in-law; in 1810, Arnaud, the
father, took in his mother-in-law, Cathe-
rine: she was also Michael’'s godmother,
a courageous woman who didn’t hes-
itate fo go to the parish priest of Saint-
Palais so Micael could study and be-
come a priest. Four brothers and a sister
followed Michel. First Joanes; two of his
three daughters emigrated to America;
the only son died at 10 years old, and a
small plaque, lost along the path of the
Bétharram cemetery, reads: “Jean Ga-
ricoits 1857-1867"" After Joanes, Manech
was born; he married at 57. Then Paulle:
a “poor man! ' In 1810, the twins, Behat
and Marie, were born; the boy died
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enriches everyone and
strengthens the common
dynamism (Art. 3). In this
context, community life is
characterized by a gen-
uine family atmosphere,
made up of attention,
closeness, and mutual
cordiality (Art. 121), where
faith, spiritual experience,
resources, and mission re-
ceived are shared.

The Rule of Life applies the
term “family” to the en-
tire Congregation, spread
throughout the world and united by
charity under the authority of the Su-
perior General (Art. 274). From its be-
ginnings, the proclamation of the Gos-
pel has been a priority: Argentina in
1856, the Holy Land in 1878, and China
in 1922 are examples of this missionary
impulse. The availability of religious to
serve in different places and the col-
laboration among communities, vicar-
iates, and regions concretely express
the bonds proper to a religious family
(Art. 224). lts international character
strengthens the communion between
the local Churches and the universal
Church (Art. 114), and justifies its organ-
ization into regions and vicariates (Art.
221).

Father Etchecopar calls Saint Michael
Garicoits “father” because he gave rise

to this religious life and is a model of
union with the Heart of Jesus in fulfilling
the Father’s will (Art. 92).

Alongside him, a maternal figure can
also be recognized in Saint Mary of Je-
sus Crucified, whose intuition enabled
the Congregation to overcome decisive
difficulties in its recognition and estab-
lishment in Bethlehem. Her role, discreet
yet essential, remains significant for the
life of the Betharramite family.

The image of the family also appears
in formation, understood as a process
of interior transformation and progres-
sive adherence to Christ. Each vocation
is welcomed as a gift from God, and
those who persevere are intfegrated as
sons and brothers within the commu-
nity (Art. 149). Consecration expresses
a total commitment: to live the Gospel
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pline foo improved. | learnt
to balance my life.

| completed my early
stages of schooling from
the Parish school and got
admitted to a Private Col-
lege institution for my High
Secondary studies. After
the High Secondary stud-
ies, in 2012, | joined the
Betharram family. To tell
the Truth, prior to this join-
ing, | had no knowledge E
about the existence of dif- |
ferent congregations. | be-
lieve that it was God’s plan for me to be
a Betharramite.

Life looked like exciting and inferesting
but was also a challenging one. Travel-
ling to South India for my formation was
more of testing my perseverance be-
cause | have to sacrifice my favorites.
I just kept myself open to this new way
of life, to adapt with the new Lifestyle,
food habits, tried to learn the languag-

Cheers to Grandparents!

“What was the Gospel of the day
about? Who celebrated Mass?” ...
These are the questions | was sub-
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es, to know more about the culture of
the South Indian.

Today as a Priest and a Betharramite,
when | look back, | can see God’s guid-
ing hand, specially in the moments of
difficulties and vocational Crisis. | be-
lieve that, what | am today is because
of God’s mercies and graces. May our
Lady of Betharram and St. Michael Ga-
ricoits intercede for us. ®

Fr. Serge Appaouh scj,

Community of Rome

jected to every Sunday after the chil-
dren’s Mass. My grandparents, that
| grew up with, cared so much about
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it that it felt like an ex-
ercise, a duty | had to
force myself to do. For,
without a doubt, the in-
terrogation awaited me.
Without realising it, over
time | ended up devel-
oping a taste for it. That
is where | learned to pray
in a group: every evening
around 8:30 pm, we
would gather to pray. It
was like a tradition, and
we all had to be present.
My grandfather person-
ally made sure of it. Af-
terwards, everyone could go about
their own activities. This helped me
greatly when | entered the Bethar-
ramite religious life: | did not feel
out of place. It must be said that my
grandparents were always very de-
vout. | do not remember a single time
when my grandfather did not recite
all four great mysteries of the Rosa-
ry. Even on his hospital bed, when
he could no longer speak, he would
gesture so that we would give him his
rosary. He always had it with him.

Alongside that, there was dialogue. It
was a matter of honour in our fami-
ly. It didn’t matter what the problem
was, it was a question of listening
and talking to one another. As a re-

sult, disagreements, misunderstand-
ings, and so on did not last long. This
way of doing things now allows me to
speak openly with a brother. | should
clarify that it was not about sterile dis-
cussions or even debates, but about
dialogue. We always had to seek
mutual understanding in order to live
peacefully together. This is a value |
cherish, even if it is not always easy.

What's more, one of the values passed
on to me is openness to the culture of
the other person - better still, respect
for the other culture. In my family, and
still to this day, curiosity about dis-
covering other people’s cultures, their
habits and customs - without trying to
disparage them - is like a creed. How
many foreigners have found shelter
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Family in the New Rule of Life (2012)

The Commission in charge of revising
the Rule of Life (2000-2011) naturally
incorporated the expression: the Fami-
ly of Bétharram. Fr. Francesco Radael-
li had already widely disseminated it
during his years as Superior General'.
In contrast to terms like “Congregation,”
“Society,” or “Institute,” which are more
formal and descriptive, “family” intro-
duces a nuance of closeness, intimacy,
and warmth. Furthermore, this image
is also used by the Church, as Lumen
Gentium of the Second Vatican Council
reminds us, presenting it as the house
of God where his family dwells and as
the mother of the faithful.

The Churchisalsorevealedtousthrough
various images drawn from pastoral
life, agriculture, construction, as well
as family and betrothal... Sometimes
the Church is also referred to as God’s
building (cf. 1Cor 3:9)... This building re-
ceives various names: the house of God
(cf. 1 Tim 3:15), where his family dwells;
the dwelling place of God in the Spirit
(cf. Eph 2:19-22)... St. John contemplates
this holy city descending, in the renew-
al of the world, from God, adorned as

Fr. Gaspar Fernandez Pérez scj

(from Nazareth)

a bride adorned for her husband (Rev
21:1-2). The Church, called “the Jerusa-
lem above” and “our mother” (Gal 4:26;
cf. Rev 12:17) (LG 6).

The charism of the Betharram family,
which gives its title fo the first chapter of
the Rule of Life, defines a community as
made up of priests and brothers, called
to live the Gospel through prayer, per-
sonal consecration, community life, and
apostolic action (Art. 1). These charac-
teristics are common to other forms of
consecrated life, but the originality of
Betharram is based on the spiritual ex-
perience awakened by the Holy Spirit in
Saint Michael Garicoits: to reproduce in
one’s own life the generous impulse of
the Heart of Jesus, the Incarnate Word,
who offers himself to the Father saying
“Ecce venio” (Art. 2). Their mission con-
sists in prolonging this act of self-giving,
revealing to the people of our time the
tenderness, mercy, and loving face of
God the Father (Art. 9).

This identity is not closed, but open: the
same Spirit also calls the laity to live their
baptismal vocation enlightened by this
charism. Sharing spirituality with them

1) For example, a Council of the Congregation, during its mandate, was entitled as follows: “Betharram a family

that renews itself in a changing world” (IV Council of the Congregation, Betharram, 2003)
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Fr. Stephen Raghu scj surrounded by his family on the day of his final profession in 2023.

loved, for Betharramites Mission
comes first and then the rest. In
the Indian context, where unity ex-
ists within great cultural diversity,
the sense of family becomes even
more meaningful. A Betharramite
carries this richness into one’s own
mission, witnessing to unity, love
and belonging. Even after entering
religious life, the bond with one’s
family continues. Through prayer
and support, the family becomes a
silent partner in the mission. At the
same time, the religious is called to
expand this love to all, embracing
a larger human family. Thus, the
family remains central in the life of
a Betharramite — as the cradle of
vocation, the first sanctuary of faith
and a lasting source of strength in
the living the Gospel.

For a Betharramite, the congrega-
tion itself becomes a new family.
Members live together, share mis-
sion and prayer, and support one
another. This reflects the Gospel
idea of a wider family in Christ.

Inspired by Christ, a Betharramite is
called to extend love beyond their
own relatives—to serve all people,
especially those in need. In this
sense, their “family” expands to in-
clude the wider human community.

For a Betharramite religious, fami-
ly is not abandoned but reoriented:
Remembered with gratitude, loved
with freedom and integrated into a
larger spiritual mission. ®
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in our home! A very large number.
This influenced me deeply, and | be-
lieve it is what enables me to adapt
to the cultures | encounter in my mis-
sion areas. On the other hand, | have
discovered that this is not always a
shared value, and in many cases |
have been shocked by it.

While | was still a teenager, | remem-
ber that seminarians from different
dioceses came to stay at our house.
Some of them have since become
priests or bishops. | had very good
relationships with the latter. | would
ask them questions, accompany
them to get their shopping, and so
on. My fondness for the Holy Scrip-
tures comes from there: some of them

taught me how to read the Bible with
them.

All these influences have moulded me
along my journey. And even when |
decided to become a Betharramite,
my family was always an immeas-
urable support. Obviously, | didn't
absorb everything. | haven’t always
been compliant to this upbringing, to
which | owe certain flaws that | con-
tinue to work on with the grace that
the Lord imparts. Nevertheless, at
times | realise that if | had not grown
up in this family environment, | would
not be the religious | am today. =

An Encounter that Changed My Life

Today, at 48 years old, | can say that
most of my personal history is Bethar-
ramite history.

On May 14,1994, | entered the entrance
hall of San José School and there, in the
centre, was a black and white photo-
graph of a face. | asked who it was, and
that's when | was introduced fo Saint
Michael Garicoits. | never imagined that
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Mercedes Alonso

Betharramite lay associate (Buenos Aires)

that day would mark a new beginning
in my life. That face would become my
spiritual father, and Betharram would
become my family. | was fascinated by
Saint Michael’s love for Jesus, his will-
ingness to help, and his simplicity. And
from that moment on, | felt at home.

That's how | became part of the Bethar-
ram Youth group, and that year | made
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my first spiritual retreat with San José at
Martin Coronado Castle. | can say with
complete certainty that there is a be-
fore and after that retreat. | was going
through a typical teenage crisis of faith
and went to confession to Father Mauri-
cio scj, telling him | didn’t know whether
to believe or not. He asked me a ques-
tion that changed my life forever. He
said, “When are you most happy in your
inner self? When you believe or when
you don't believe?” All |l rememberis that
my heart was filled with comfort and a
peace | had never experienced before.
From that moment on, | never doubted
that | wanted to live my life with Jesus
because with Jesus | am happy.

Those years of retreats, youth and vo-
cational ministry meetings, apostolates,
and retreats were a time of great
spiritual growth. When | finished high
school, | participated in the Holy Thurs-
day Mass at St. John the Baptist Church.
Father Bruno, a Betharramite priest,
invited me to have my feet washed. At
that Mass, | deeply discovered my mis-
sionary vocation.

And so it was, much of my youth was
spent doing missionary work in Cata-
marca and Santiago del Estero, and
leading youth groups. Betharram gave
me human, spiritual, and pastoral tools
for my future.

When | started university, | began
spiritual direction with one of the
Betharramite priests, and he invited
me to a refreat in Adrogué where | dis-
covered my vocation. God was calling
me to something more... Jesus not only
wanted me to dedicate time to some
pastoral activities, but also wanted my
profession to be for Him. The following
year, | happily began studying Theol-
ogy. Later, while on one of the Bethar-
ramite summer missions, Father Fabio
scj suggested | teach at the Sacred
Heart of Jesus School in Barracas. After
that, | worked for eight years at another
Betharram school in Martin Coronado.
So, for the past 28 years, | have contin-
ued as a catechist in various schools,
and | am a Theology professor at sev-
eral institutes. | always give thanks and
fondly remember that first opportunity
when | was just beginning my studies.
Betharram also marked my vocational,
professional and working life.

Betharramite laypeople and priests
accompanied me through very happy
moments and also through painful situ-
ations, remaining by my side at the foot
of my cross. | must say that my family of
origin was also part of the Betharramite
family, since my brother is an alumnus
of Colegio San José and my mother
and sister participated in some of the
school’s pastoral activities.
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In the life of a Betharramite Reli-
gious, family holds a meaningful
but transformed place.

First, it's important to know our Fa-
ther Saint Michael Garicoits, em-
phasized a total dedication to God
through availability, obedience,
and service. When someone be-
comes a Betharramite religious,
they enter a new spiritual family in
the congregation.

Family is the First Vocation Ground
- Every vocation begins in a simple
and sacred space that is the fam-
ily. For a Betharramite religious,
the home is the first school of faith,
love and generosity. It is here that
the seeds of vocation are quietly
planted through daily prayer, sac-
rifice and the witness of lived faith.
Family is where one’s faith journey
usually begins. Itisin the family that
values, prayer, and openness fo
God’s call are first nurtured. Even
after joining the congregation, this
origin is respected and appreciat-
ed. St. Michael Garicoits grew up in
a humble but deeply faithful family
in the Basque country. It was within
this environment that he learned to
listen to God’s voice and respond
with his “Ecce Venio”. His life shows
that a vocation is not sudden, but
gradually formed in the warmth
and simplicity of family life. In the
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Betharramite spirit, the family is
never left behind. Rather, it is the
foundation upon which religious
life is built. The values learned at
home continues to shape the re-
ligious throughout his mission. By
professing vows (poverty, chastity,
and obedience), a Betharramite
religious places God and mission
above all personal attachments—
including family ties. This does not
mean rejecting one’s own family,
but rather loving them in a broad-
er, more universal way. These early
experiences influence how he lives
in community and serves others
too.

God choose to enter the world
through a family, making it as the
first place of encounter with Him.
In the same way, a Betharramite is
formed first in his biological fam-
ily and then in his religious fami-
ly. These two are not opposed but
complement each other. One gives
life and identity; the other gives
mission and purpose.

Betharramite religious typically
maintain contact with their fam-
ilies through visits, letters, or calls
(depending on community norms).
They continue to love and sup-
port their families, but within the
boundaries of their religious com-
mitment. Though the family is
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sends your way. It is a transfigured
love of the religious—something that
would be very difficult to attain with-
out your own family.

If this is not clear in the mind of the
religious, he may adopt attitudes that
endanger the values of his conse-
cration. Thus, the family can become
an emotional refuge whenever dif-
ficulties arise in community life or in
mission. He may also fall into “famil-
ialism,” where priority is given to the
needs, whims, or plans of the biolog-
ical family, placing them above the
common good of the congregation
or the vows—especially when mon-
ey is involved. Or worst of all, there
is ingratitude and indifference, where
one completely forgets the mission of
being a son toward one’s parents. In
this regard, | have had the grace to

witness exemplary testimonies of re-
ligious who accompanied their loved
ones through moments of great dif-
ficulty and suffering—such as illness,
slow decline, and death. Without a
doubt, experiences of such depth re-
shape a religious person’s consecra-
tion, but for the better.

Therefore, consecrated life does not
cancel love for the family; it trans-
figures it and gives it greater fruit-
fulness. Hence the importance of ac-
companying a person in formation in
their family history, so that they can
integrate it in a healthy way into the
process they are living.

May we give thanks for the history of
our family, whatever it may be, as a
gift from God; for it is within it that we
came into being, and it is within it that
our vocation arose. ®

A Meaningful Place Being Transformed

Familiaris Consortio defines the
Christian family as a “Domestic
Church” and “Intimate Community
of life and love” with a vital mission
to guard, reveal and communicate

love.

Fr. Stephen Raghu John scj,

Community of Bangalore

The family is called to be a liv-
ing image of Christ's love for the
Church. It is a community of faith
and sanctification, where parents,
through their witness, hand on the
Catholic Faith to their children.
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Mercedes surrounded by Fr. Sergio Gouarnalusse scj (center) and two colleagues from San José College, Mr. Die-
g0 Pozzi (left) and Mr. Hernan De Simone (right), “honorary” members of the Betharramite Youth.

Twenty years ago, | married Luis at the
Holy Family Chapel in Adrogué. With-
out a doubt, Father Augusto Etchecopar
was “the great intercessor” from Heav-
en, and thus our children, Maria Belén
and Juan Pablo, came info the world.
Both were baptized at the Sacred Heart
of Jesus Chapel in Barracas.

Today | am a catechist at Colegio San
José and | share with my students the
emotion and pride of being Bethar-
ramite. | speak to them about Saint Mi-
chael and | am filled with emotion and
hope whenthey encounter]jesus through
this charism. My group of friends is the
one | formed more than 30 years ago
at Ju.Be (Betharram Youth) So, my per-
son, my connections, my history, and
my vocation and mission in the Church
and in the world are all infertwined with
Betharram in different ways. And when
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God asks me to give my life to Him, |
want my remains to rest in the Basilica
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Bethar-
ram.

Betharram is a gift from God to the
world. And Betharram is family. Like in
any family, we get to know each other,
we grow, we support each other, we
fall, we get up, we receive, we learn, we
give of ourselves, we make mistakes,
we forgive each other, we share faith
and life. It is a family with virtues and
weaknesses, with greatness and short-
comings; where bonds of trust, frater-
nity, and affection are created. | firmly
believe that for a Betharram member,
there is nothing better than another
Betharram member.

With great joy | can say that in the heart
of Betharram | came to know the Heart
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of Jesus. My charism is the “Here | am”
of Saint Michael, which impels me each
day to love without limits, within the lim-
its of my position. The spirituality of Saint
Michoel permeated my fundamental
decisions, teaching me to discern God'’s
Will in everyday life.

| give thanks to God for each of the
Betharramites in Heaven and on earth,

A Love that IsTransfigured

who showed me Jesus through their ac-
tions and words. | give thanks for those
who helped me grow, and for those
who continue to be my companions on

this journey.

My familyis Betharram, and this charism

is my identity. Forwards, always. ®

Fr. Sergio Leiva scj,

Community of Lambaré-Colegio San José Apostdlico

| still remember a conversation | had
with the vocations director of the Vi-
cariate of Paraguay around 2009. He
said something that struck me: “Once
you enter the seminary, your family
will be dead to you; your new family
will be the Congregation” What did
he mean by felling me this? | cannot
say, but | remember that at the time
it made me sad and discouraged. |
went home full of doubt... | thought
it was too great a renunciation. Af-
ter some time, however, | understood
that it was not quite like that, and |
regained my motivation.

Certainly, for a time, things were
presented in that way. You had to

detach vyourself from your family.
Contact with them was reduced to a
minimum, at most once a year, and
for a very short period. | wondered
to what extent this was good... and
even whether it went against the
fourth commandment. Today things
are different. It is tfrue that you leave
your family, but it is not a rupture, still
less a flight—it is rather an Exodus.
Like Abraham, the religious leaves
his “kindred” in order to become a
sign of God'’s love and mercy for his
people.

Drawing from my experience, | would
say that for a religious, the fami-
ly—his family—is essential in his life
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Mr. and Mrs. Leiva embrace their son, Fr. Sergio Leiva scj, on the day of his priestly ordination.

as a consecrated person. It is where
his story lives; it is where he formed
his first bonds, where he received
his upbringing and faith, his way of
being, and where he acquired both
his values and his shortcomings. Not
acknowledging and accepting this
would be a mistake.

So... what place or space does the
family occupy for a religious? It be-
comes a new form of belonging, a
renunciation of the right to make the
family one’s absolute point of refer-
ence and security. Community and
mission become the space where
obedience and surrender are lived:
“While Jesus was still speaking to the

nr.224,14 April 2026

crowds, his mother and his broth-
ers stood outside, seeking to speak
to him. Someone said to him, ‘“Your
mother and your brothers are out-
side, asking to speak to you.” But he
replied, ‘Who is my mother, and who
are my brothers?’ And stretching out
his hand toward his disciples, he said,
‘Here are my mother and my broth-
ers. For whoever does the will of my
Father in heaven is my brother and
sister and mother.”” (Mt 12:46-50).

This allows the religious to develop
a spiritual and pastoral fruitfulness
without boundaries. You leave a fam-
ily in order to become brother, sister,
father, or mother to all those the Lord




