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Dear Betharramites,

At the beginning of this year, we proposed the motto: “Artisans of Peace, 
united and in solidarity.” It is a demanding theme, and as the months go by, it 
becomes increasingly relevant. Indeed, we, the religious and lay members of 
Betharramites, live immersed in a rapidly changing reality, which calls us to be 
faithful, relevant, and effective in a world of constant change.

Our current global context, plagued by an escalation of social hostility—
destructive, assertive, and irrationally violent—tells us that we do not live in the 
garden of peace we had once dreamed of, but rather that we navigate an 
ocean of chaos. We have the feeling that Jesus is asleep in the boat… (cf. Mt 
8:24)

Preparing Ourselves 
for a New Leadership 
in Our Present Age

When Jesus landed, “he saw a large crowd 
and had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd
So he began to  teach them many things” (Mark 6:34).
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We need to strengthen our faith. We cannot wander through life disoriented 
and bewildered. We Christians run the risk of becoming—even unwillingly—
shadows of that fractious society that struggles to define itself, disregarding 
transcendent values, values that humanise, heal wounds, and restore peace.

Furthermore, we Betharramites have been trying hard for some years now 
to redouble our efforts to form ourselves for a new kind of leadership and to 
practice caring for one another, especially those in vulnerable situations. The 
unwelcome discoveries of a not-so-recent past have suddenly opened our 
eyes and hearts, revealing a reality that speaks for itself… Faced with this, like 
the prophet Elijah, we could be tempted to sit under a broom tree and say, 
“Take my life, for I am worth no more than my ancestors” (1 Kings 19:4), to which 
God responds, “Get up, eat and drink, for the journey is long” (1 Kings 19:7).

Only by allowing ourselves to be illuminated by the Light of the Holy Spirit can 
we understand this great truth: that our vulnerability is an ally, and that we 
can only be reborn from above if we correctly interpret this adverse context, 
if we help one another to convert wholeheartedly to Jesus Christ, humbled and 
obedient.

In times marked by uncertainty, fragmentation, and rapid cultural changes, it 
becomes essential to rediscover the importance of context in order to exercise 
truly synodal leadership.

Context is not merely a backdrop; It is the specific space where God continues 
to speak and where our mission acquires meaning. Understanding the context 
means listening to reality, discerning its signs, and responding with creative 
fidelity.

Our founder developed the purpose of the Congregation, sensitive to the 
context of post-revolutionary France. Every congregation arises from a person 
who, enlightened by the Spirit, was able to discern a specific need and offer a 
holy response. Saint Michael Garicoits, in a context of disobedience, Jansenism, 
and elitist clericalism, expressed it thus: “Here I am, united to my Savior in 
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his obedience to the Father and in his zeal for the salvation of souls.” (cf. Fr. 
Auguste Etchecopar, Circular Letter, June 18, 1886).

Context is, therefore, the source of our missionary dynamism. A dynamism 
that is expressed through faithful and creative witness and is made present in 
every Betharramite. If we remain attentive to the current needs of those whom 
we are called to serve, our purpose will remain alive, receptive, and fruitful. 
When we stop listening to the context, we run the risk of preserving the form 
but losing the spirit.

From an organisational perspective, history shows that institutions that isolate 
themselves from their environment tend to become rigid and self-referential. 
When interaction with reality is limited, practices emerge that may have been 
valid in the past, but which no longer respond to present challenges. Resistance 
to change, excessive attachment to inherited structures, and fear of the new 
can lead to a progressive loss of relevance. A Congregation that does not 
engage in dialogue with its context risks becoming incapable of fulfilling its 
original mission.

In this sense, synodal leadership is called to adopt an “outside-in” perspective. 
Traditionally, many forms of leadership have functioned “inside-out”: starting 
from internal structures, resources, or customs to project themselves outward. 
However, current ecclesial discernment invites us to ask ourselves first: What 
does the context need? What is the cry of our people telling us? Looking from 
the outside in helps us discover resources we already possess, but which we 
may not have recognized as such. Context is not a threat, but a revelation.

Finally, we need to be prophetic in the face of the “myth of scarcity” that 
permeates our societies. This narrative claims that there is not enough for 
everyone, that we must protect what is ours, that the other is a threat, and 
that accumulating is necessary for survival. This is the logic of Pharaoh in the 
Book of Exodus (Ex 1:9-10): fear leads to hoarding and control. However, God 
proposes another economy in the desert: manna, given each day in just the 
right amount (Ex 16:4-5). This teaches us to trust more in Providence, to share 
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without fear, and to live with “our daily bread.”

For synodal leadership, this trust is fundamental. Only with faith in God’s 
generosity can we open ourselves to the context without fear and serve with 
hope. These are the leaders Betharram needs today.

I embrace you fraternally, In the Heart of Jesus

Fr. Gustavo Agín scj
Superior General

Questions for discussion in community

1.	 What personal or communal attitudes do we need to cultivate so that we do 
not become a reflection of the dominant culture, but rather an evangelical 
sign of reconciliation?

2.	 In light of our history and our frailties, how are we experiencing our own 
vulnerability: as a paralyzing threat or as a place of grace that calls us to a 
deeper conversion to Jesus Christ? What concrete steps does the Spirit invite 
us to take to better care for the most vulnerable and strengthen transparency 
and shared responsibility?

3.	 If we want to adopt an “outside-in” perspective, what real needs of our 
surroundings are we hearing today? What structures, habits, or securities 
should we examine to overcome the myth of scarcity, trusting more in 
Providence and in the strength of walking together in greater unity and 
solidarity?
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Unity in mission means safeguarding and nurturing the 
spirituality of communion and missionary cooperation. 
By daily fostering this attitude, divine grace gradually 

teaches us to see our brothers and sisters through the eyes of 
faith. We also learn to recognize joyfully the good that the Spir-
it inspires in each person, to embrace diversity as a treasure, 
to bear one another’s burdens and always to seek the unity 
that comes from above. Indeed, we all share in one mission in 
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all” (Eph 4:5-6). This 
spirituality constitutes the daily expression of missionary disci-
pleship. It helps us to recover a universal vision of the Church’s 
evangelizing mission, and to overcome a lack of coordinated 
efforts and the creation of factions among the followers of the 
one Lord — such as “I belong to Paul,” “I to Apollos” (cf. 1 Cor 
1:10-12).

Needless to say, missionary unity should not be understood as 
uniformity, but rather as the convergence of different charisms 
for the same purpose, namely to make Christ’s love visible and 
to invite everyone to encounter him. Evangelization is achieved 
when local communities cooperate with one another and 
when cultural, spiritual and liturgical differences are fully and 
harmoniously expressed in the same faith. I therefore encour-
age all institutions in the Church to strengthen their sense of 
ecclesial missionary communion and to develop creative and 
concrete ways of cooperating with one another for and in the 
mission.

Message for the 100th world 
mission day 2026 of 18 October 
2026 | From the Vatican, 25 January 2026
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The Betharramite Council of the 
Congregation was gathered in 
Bethlehem at the St. Joseph’s In-
ter-Regional Novitiate from 16th 
February 2026 - 25th February 
2026. The Superior General, Rev. 
Fr. Gustavo invited us to be open 
and to be realistic in our sharing 
of the life of the congregation 
on the two significant questions: 
WHERE ARE WE? & WHERE ARE 
WE GOING TO?

The ten long days were characte-
rized by intense work in sinceri-
ty as we are in the mid-chapter; 
owning up the reality of the con-
gregation with the fruits of the 
year of Jubilee as well as the cri-

sis as ‘constructors of peace-u-
nited in solidarity’; fraternal & 
friendly dialogues; synodal way 
of sharing and listening; com-
munion in living together with 
the young members of the con-
gregation in the novitiate etc…

In the light of these ten days li-
ved, I am asked to pen down 
my reflection on the importance 
of permanent/ongoing forma-
tion. As the General Councillor 
for formation, having listened 
to the sharing of the Regional 
Superiors, I witness and highly 
esteem the efforts that are un-
dertaken by them in each reali-
ty of our congregation. A great 

Ongoing Formation

Like the breath of our religious life
Fr. Ster vin  Selvadass  sc j ,  

General  Counci l lo r  fo r  fo rmatio n

(Bethlehem)
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appreciation to each one who 
seriously follow the ongoing for-
mation in the form of retreats, 
recollections, community activi-
ties, meetings and gatherings, 
assemblies, missionary move-
ments, ordinary and extra-ordi-
nary inputs by the experts, sa-
cramental celebrations, sabba-
tical experiences and various 
other formations and studies. 
It is to say that ongoing forma-
tion is an integral part of our 
daily lives. It means deepening 
our spiritual life, being creati-
ve and innovative in our missio-
nary attitudes, and being regu-
larly updated in our studies. This 
reality invites each religious to 
be primarily responsible for his 
own ongoing formation (Acts 
28th GC,93). The ten days’ me-
etings brought out these aspects 
and presented how the Supe-
rior General with his council & 
the Regional Superiors with their 
council are committed wholehe-
artedly to the ongoing formation 
in their respective region.

The Betharramite Council of the 
Congregation did not fail to see 
the challenges, disappointmen-
ts, life’s various fragilities and 
weariness. We acknowledge to-
gether the personal & psycholo-

gical crisis in the lives of certain 
young religious, the growing 
individualism in various levels, 
the crisis caused by the cases of 
abuses, lack of clarity and tran-
sparency in our responsibilities, 
challenges for being united in 
solidarity etc…It indicates so cle-
arly that we need to put up some 
more efforts for our systematic 
ongoing formation at the service 
of mission in this changing wor-
ld. 

It is fact that ongoing forma-
tion is the constant personaliza-
tion or interiorization of Christ 
life. The entire action of forma-
tion both initial and permanent 
is a process where the indivi-
dual becomes more and more 
a disciple of Christ. In this way, 
formation becomes a continuo-
us process of conversion and of 
transformation. That is why, the 
28th “General Chapter asked the 
house in Bethlehem to become a 
centre of ongoing formation for 
our religious family (sabbatical 
year, refresher courses, biblical 
training, etc.) taking advantage 
of the proximity of the holy pla-
ces (Acts 28th GC, 174). 

The Betharramite Council of the 
Congregation lived the prepa-
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ration for the ongoing formation 
of the family undertaken by the 
Superior General with his coun-
cil and the community of Beth-
lehem -Nazareth. Even amidst of 
this war situation, the communi-
ty of Bethlehem is well prepared 
the house and so disposed it to 
be used whenever we need to 
withdraw from work in order to 
renew and update ourselves in 
the footsteps of our Lord. A link 
and a rapport is created in or-
der to have a specific ongoing 
program in languages (English, 
French, Italian) with other reli-
gious communities here in Holy 
Land. Religious who wish to 
experience a period of ongoing 
formation, do so on the basis of 
a duly developed project (Acts 
28th GC, 177, b) by the Regional 
Superiors. Thus, the house of 
Bethlehem becomes the centre 
of our ongoing formation.

The Betharramite Council of the 
Congregation proposes to the 
Regional Superiors with the Re-
gional Vicars to plan firmly the 
accompaniment of the young 
religious (the first three years of 
the newly ordained and young 

religious brothers – Acts 28th 
GC,94) and to organize regu-
lar gatherings both in presence 
or through Zoom with the spe-
cific themes if necessary with a 
team of experts. It also insists 
that every form of annual re-
treats, assemblies, gatherings, 
community activities must beco-
me an intensive program of the 
ongoing formation (Acts 28th GC, 
99)

Yes, ongoing formation is like the 
breath of our life, a continuous 
process of inhaling and exhaling 
that sustains our vitality as re-
ligious. It is  therefore indispen-
sable not only because of the 
need  to  renew oneself  but also 
because the very nature of con-
secrated life. Let this moment of 
mid-chapter be an opportunity 
for us to engage ourselves ful-
ly in our ongoing formation to 
grow and become a committed, 
updated, renewed, and joyful 
Betharramite religious missio-
naries in a changing world! ◾

Side photo: Fr. Gustavo Agín SCJ welcomes Card. Pierbattista Pizzaballa ofm, Latin Patriar-
ch of Jerusalem, on the occasion of his visit to the entire community of Bethlehem.
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As the Council of the Congregation 
gathered in Bethlehem for a time 
of discernment and ongoing for-
mation. Like many council meetin-
gs, it could easily have been filled 
with documents, reports, and the 
pressure of making important de-
cisions for the future of the con-
gregation. Yet being in Bethlehem 
changed the atmosphere in a quiet 
but profound way.

As we gathered in the Betharram 
community there, the place itself 
seemed to invite us to slow down. 
Bethlehem has a way of silen-
cing the noise—not only the noise 
around us, but also the noise wi-
thin us. In the land where the Word 
became flesh, even our conversa-
tions took on a deeper meaning.

During those days, we listened ca-
refully to the realities of our three 
regions and to the life of the con-
gregation as a whole. On paper, 
the challenges can seem signifi-
cant: an aging community, the on-
going need for formation, econo-
mic pressures, and the demanding 

work of mission in a rapidly chan-
ging world.

Yet behind the reports and stati-
stics, something deeper emerged. 
As we listened to one another, the 
machinery of administration gra-
dually faded into the background 
and the true heartbeat of the con-
gregation became clearer.

We heard about the generosity of 
our young candidates who are di-
scerning their future as religious 
with courage and faith. We also 
reflected on the quiet dedication 
of brothers who have served fai-
thfully for decades. Their lives of 
simplicity and perseverance re-
mind us that the strength of our 
congregation does not come pri-
marily from plans or strategies, 
but from the daily “yes” lived by so 
many of our brothers.

In that context, I realised that on-
going formation is not limited to 
conference halls or organised 
programs. It happens when we 
truly listen to one another—when 
we allow the experiences, faith, 

Council of the Congregation: A Moment of Ongoing 
Formation 

Fr. Wilfre d Perepp adan scj ,  
Regio nal  Sup erio r
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and hopes of our brothers to sha-
pe and challenge us.

Another meaningful moment of 
our time in Bethlehem was mee-
ting with the Latin Patriarch and 
local bishops. Their words of gra-
titude was a moment of grace for 
us. They did not thank us for ef-
ficiency or achievements. Instead, 
they thanked us simply for being 
there—for our presence and for our 
quiet work in the life of the Church.

In a world that often measures 

success by productivity and resul-
ts, this was a powerful reminder. 
Our greatest gift is not only what 
we do, but that we are available. 
Mission, at its heart, is the art of 
being present—walking alongside 
people and the Church where the 
need is greatest.

Being in the land of Jesus also gave 
new meaning to the words that 
guide our vocation: “Here I am, 
Lord.” In Bethlehem, these words 
felt less like a motto and more like 
a living invitation.

The Council of the Congregation gathered in Bethlehem from 16th to 26th February 2026.
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The future is not built on nostalgia 
for the past or fear of what may 
come. It is built on the courage to 
say “yes” to the present moment.

As I left Bethlehem, I carried a sim-
ple prayer in my heart: 

Lord, give us the courage to listen, 
the humility to see things as they 
are, and the joy to say—once mo-
re—“Here I am.” Amen.

In the end, the Council was more 

than a meeting to manage the 
congregation. It became a mo-
ment of grace—a reminder that 
while we went to the Holy Land to 
plan for the future, we found our 
way forward by returning to the 
Source.◾

The novices of the Saint Joseph Interregional Novitiate welcoming His Beatitude, Card. 

Pizzaballa, with the whole team of the Council of the Congregation.
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At the opening of the last Gene-
ral Chapter (Chiang Mai, 2023), 
the Most Reverend Father Gusta-
vo Agín, Superior General, propo-
sed dedicating more time to nutu-
ring one’s own vocation. He also 
warned against the risk of diluting 
our identity within a diocesan fra-
mework, which happens especial-
ly “when we are willing to relativi-
se what is proper to our vocation” 
(Acts of the XXVIIIth  General Chap-
ter, p. 60 Spanish edition). He rai-
sed the need for renewal at every 
level and, to that end, called for the 
promotion of ongoing formation 
experiences that place us face to 
face with our own religious voca-
tion. In particular, the Superior Ge-
neral asked that priority be given to 
the planning and implementation 
of a programme for the accompa-
niment of religious who have up to 
10 years of perpetual profession.

For its part, the Chapter expres-
sed concern about the departu-
re and vulnerabilities of religious 
during the first years of profession 
and asked the Regional Superiors 

to establish a plan of ongoing for-
mation (PFF) for the newly ordai-
ned and the newly professed reli-
gious brothers (Acts of the XXVIIIth  
General Chapter). Responding to 
these requests, the Auguste Etche-
copar Region promoted, during the 
year 2025, three significant oppor-
tunities for ongoing formation: the 
established ELAB (Latin American 
Betharramite Meeting); the En-
counter of Young Religious; and the 
Regional Encounter for Ongoing 
Formation. The ELAB, which is held 
periodically in our Region, brought 
together religious and lay people 
from all the Latin American vicaria-
tes at our house in San Bernardino 
(Paraguay). It offered an opportu-
nity to strengthen fraternal bonds 
and deepen understanding of the 
Betharramite charism. In this ses-
sion, Sister Nancy Fretes O.D.N. fa-
cilitated reflection on the question: 
How can we think about the Region 
in terms of synodality? Following 
the ELAB meeting, the Encounter 
of Young Religious (EJR) took place 
in the same location, with guidan-
ce from Brother Fernando Kuhn, 

Betharramite Permanent Formation in Latin America
Fr. Juan Pablo  García  Mar tínez  scj 

Master of  Scholast ics  (Belo  Ho rizo nte)
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a Claretian religious. Brother Fer-
nando offered some key insights 
for considering a young religious 
life in Betharram today. During the 
three-day encounter, topics such 
as belonging, identity, crises, and 
intergenerational encounters were 
explored.

Finally, the Regional Meeting on 
Ongoing Formation (ERFP) took 
place, which, unlike the two pre-
vious ones, was held online. Once 
again, we sought the guidance 
of Brother Fernando Kuhn, who, 
drawing on Erik Erikson’s Eight Sta-
ges of Psychosocial Development, 
helped us understand the challen-
ges and tensions of religious life. 
While the online format did not al-

low for the shared experiences that 
enriched the two previous meetin-
gs, it had the advantage of saving 
resources and time.

In conclusion, I would like to add 
a brief reflection that, although it 
states the obvious, is worth clari-
fying: neither the ELAB, nor the EJR, 
nor the ERFP were the result of im-
provisation. On the contrary, they 
required planning, commitment, 
and resources. Likewise, partici-
pation in these meetings required 
the commitment of the religious, 
who, as the Twenty Eighth General 
Chapter reminded us, are themsel-
ves primarily responsible for their 
own formation. ◾

Becoming ever more “idonei, expediti, expositi” as 
Saint Michael desired

Fr. Davi  Lara  scj 
Regio nal  Sup erio r 

The recent Council of the Congre-
gation emphasised the importan-
ce of ongoing formation, which is 
fundamental for personal growth 
and fidelity to the vocation recei-
ved. Indeed, the Apostle Saint Paul 

reminds us that “we carry this tre-
asure in earthen vessels” (2 Corin-
thians 4:7).

Vocation is one of the greatest gi-
fts God bestows, and therefore it is 
essential to devote attention to its 
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nurturing and constant renewal, 
mindful of our human limitations. 

In my role as Regional Superior, I 
have observed that in the Fr.. Au-
guste Etchecopar Region, various 
challenges arise, many of them 
delicate, such as experiencing 
and accompanying personal cri-
ses. These situations require em-
pathetic listening and the ability 
to accompany our brothers in their 
process of vocational develop-
ment. Such experiences can lead 
to emotional burn-out, making it 
necessary to use tools such as the-
rapy and spiritual direction, which 
foster self-awareness and allow us 

to continue serving with authenti-
city and commitment. It is essential 
that we all adopt an atmosphere 
of listening and understanding in 
our communities, since for some 
brothers it is not easy for them to 
recognize their vulnerability and 
ask for help. Sometimes, they seek 
emotional compensation outside 
the community or find refuge in 
alcohol. Diocesan life is often per-
ceived as more attractive, as if it 
were free of apparent problems. 
The challenge lies in continuing to 
foster ‘Good Samaritan’ commu-
nities that extend a helping hand 
to those most in need.
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Likewise ,I can see that some re-
ligious—mostly young people—go 
through crises that seriously affect 
their personal lives and their com-
munity environment. Often, they 
seek a superficial happiness, be-
lieving that personal fulfilment lies 
in “cars, money and attention” and 
in living in urban centres, rejecting 
living in challenging communities. 
In this way, a religious person can 
end up turning in on himself, lo-
sing sight of the fact that the gift 
of self is what gives meaning to his 
consecration. 

Ongoing formation involves the 
human, psychological, and spiri-
tual development of religious, in 
order to foster greater self-know-
ledge and a deeper integration of 
our strengths and vulnerabilities. 
We can no longer think that being 
a good religious person consists 
solely of fulfilling obligations. It 
is necessary to continue forming 
ourselves in inner listening, since 
on many occasions our psycho-e-
motional health gives us signs that 
something is wrong. 

We must recognize that we cannot 
always be superheroes and that 
accepting our limitations is part of 
the growth process. Due to their 
particular importance, it is worth 
highlighting some actions: 

•	 Strengthening our religious 
identity: Why? Because at ti-
mes, a certain “diocesan spirit” 
is observed, which generates 
excessive autonomy, without 
reference to the community, 
with little or no accountability. 
For this reason, it is essential to 
study, value, and promote love 
for our history and charism. 

•	 Nurturing community life: sha-
ring spaces, moments of en-
counter, prayer, and resources 
in service of our mission stren-
gthens fraternity. It is necessary 
to create fraternal spaces whe-
re religious can share life, with 
its challenges, hopes, projects, 
joys, and sorrows. 

•	 Promoting Vocation Ministry 
with a sense of identity: awa-
kening in young people an inte-
rest in religious life and prepa-
ring religious who are capable 
of accompanying vocational 
processes. At the same time, the 
shortage of vocations must be a 
cause for reflection; we cannot 
simply resign ourselves to this 
reality. 

•	 Building communities capable 
of welcoming new vocations: 
for this, it is essential that they 
find in our houses a minimum of 
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human balance and a witness 
consistent with the Betharrami-
te religious life. 

•	 Being attentive to the risk of 
individualism and pastoral iso-
lation: it is necessary to learn 
to work as a team and in com-
munity. Synodality cannot be 
reduced to a buzzword, often 
uttered to make a good impres-
sion; We are called to translate 
this into concrete attitudes and 
practices of co-responsibility 
and shared discernment. 

•	 Generating a dynamic to heal 
wounds, reduce estrangement, 
and promote dialogue: to over-
come disillusionment, we must 
nurture hope for a more fra-
ternal future, without allowing 
ourselves to be consumed by 
the paralysing logic of grum-
bling and discouragement. 

•	 Improving accountability on the 
Congregation’s website: some 
communities have not yet gra-
sped its importance, both for 
institutional transparency and 
for participation and commu-
nion within the Congregation. 

In the Region, significant opportu-
nities for ongoing formation have 
been promoted, such as the ELAB 

(Latin American Betharramites En-
counter), which offers a conducive 
space for joint reflection between 
religious and laity.

The most recent meeting took pla-
ce in San Bernardino in July of last 
year and focused on promoting 
synodality in our different areas of 
mission, fostering openness to new 
dynamics of collaborative work. 
Human challenges such as aging, 
the burden placed on young peo-
ple, and personal crises were also 
identified. ELAB is a valuable re-
source for ongoing formation in 
our Region, helping to renew hope 
and strengthen our shared jour-
ney.

The current context invites us to 
walk together and urges us to take 
new steps in the formation process. 
In this way, we can become ever 
more fitting, selfless, and avai-
lable – “idonei, expediti, expositi” 
– as Saint Michael desired. To re-
main faithful to the original dream 
of our founder, ongoing formation 
takes on a crucial importance. ◾
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“Watchman, how much of the night 
is left?” (Isa 21:11)

To a people “trampled and threshed 
as on a threshing floor” (Isa 21:10), God 
addresses words of hope: the night is 
advancing, but the day is near. This 
image well expresses the experien-
ce I am living through the course or-
ganized for major superiors by Faith 
and Praxis. The course offers me the 
opportunity to become more aware 
of the situation we are going through 
and to share it with about ninety reli-
gious men and women from all parts 
of the world, all of whom, like me, are 
called to serve as superiors in their 
respective congregations.

The awareness that emerges is that 
we find ourselves at a historical mo-
ment that places our congregations 
in front of a crisis. A crisis that, inevi-
tably, opens the way toward a new 
future. In this context, a fundamental 
question arises: how can we live the 
service of authority in an era of such 
radical changes?

From the reflection shared within the 
group, four paths emerge for me that 
may help us to live this time.

The first is the awareness that we do 
not already have the solutions in our 
hands for the problems, challenges, 
and discernments that await us. This 
attitude invites us to adopt a posture 
of trust in the Providence of God, the 
Lord of history. Beyond our limited 
understanding of events, He is alre-
ady preparing for us a new future of 
life.

The second perspective concerns the 
ability to accept trials without fear 
and without fleeing from them. We 
cannot take refuge in denial or fata-
lism. Difficulties must be acknowled-
ged, understood in their causes, and 
faced with courage, seeking solutions 
even at the risk of making mistakes. 
As was emphasized during the cour-
se, the dynamic of trial can open the 
way to a new dimension of life: throu-
gh moments of conflict and chaos, a 
new order and a new harmony can 
emerge. This requires trust, courage, 
and hope.

The third perspective is that of liste-
ning. It is necessary to welcome and 
value the perspectives of everyone. 
This is what we are trying to do this 
year in the St. Michael Region throu-
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gh a process that replaces the inter-
mediate Regional Chapter, entitled: 
“Listening, Sharing, Orienting Oursel-
ves.” This journey requires the contri-
bution of every religious person, who 
is called to participate with respon-
sibility and creativity in an open and 
sincere dialogue within the commu-
nities.

The fourth perspective concerns the 
awareness that we are living in a time 
of dissonance. Many feel the need for 
new stability and renewed planning, 
together with greater clarity about 
who we are as Betharramites in mis-
sion in a changing world. At the same 

time, a certain resistance to change 
is also perceived especially the diffi-
culty of letting go of styles of life and 
mission that have worked until now. 
Yet, in view of the new dawn that 
God is bringing forth, we are called 
to mutate, even through courageous 
choices, opening ourselves to the new 
“flying squad” toward which the Lord 
is leading us. ◾
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Year Topic for 2026: 

Peacemakers, united in solidarity
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Peacemakers, United in Solidarity
Lord Jesus, after the Resurrection, 
you appeared to your disciples
giving them your Peace,
and so you made them missionaries of peace.

Make us also peacemakers,
able to build unity with patience
where the world sees only division.

Give us hands ready to help,
give us words that console,
and gestures that unite.

Teach us to walk together, united in solidarity,
to bear one another’s burdens,
to leave no brother or sister alone.
May humility, fraternity,
and sincere love grow in our communities.

When conflict arises,
give us courage for dialogue.
When we see suffering,
give us the strength of compassion.
When indifference prevails,
may we become living signs of your love.

O Lord,
make us instruments of your peace,
so that, united as brothers,
we may build each day
a more just and humane world.
Amen.

Region of St Michael Garicoïts



Notices from the General Council

24 Nouvelles en famille

We extend our heartfelt condolences to our confreres who, in recent weeks, have lost a close 
relative. We accompany them with our prayers for their dearly departed loved one and for the 
members of their family.

Italy | The lifeless body of Mr. Eugenio Gusmeroli, brother of Fr. Beniamino Gusmeroli, scj (Ban-
gui-Bimbo community - Central African Republic), was found on February 23. Mr. Eugenio had 
been missing from his residence since January 15. We entrust him to the mercy of the Father.

Thailand |  The Vicariate of Thailand and Vietnam announces, with faith in the Resurrection, the 
death of Mr. Remigius Sopon Sukjai, aged 81, which occurred on February 27. He was the father 
of Fr. Gabriel Pornchai Sukjai, scj (Ban Pong–Phayao–Phanaseree community). May he rest in 
the peace of Christ. 

India | Mrs. Celine Joseph, mother of Fr. Jacob Biso, scj, (residence of Nazareth in the Holy Land), 
passed away on March 6. She was 70 years old. May the Lord grant her soul eternal peace.

In memoriam

n Region of St Mary of Jesus Crucified

[Vicariate of Thailand-Vietnam]

n The Superior General, with the advi-
ce of his Council, approved the closing 
of two communities (Chomthong-Khun 
Pae & Maepon) in aorder to open one 
Community of Chomthong-Khun Pa-
e-Maepon; Maepon will be the residen-
ce of the Community Superior.

n Has also been approved the ap-

pointment of  Fr. Tidkham Jailertrit as 
Superior of this Community of Chom-
thong-Khun Pae-Maepon, for a first 
term, from May 14th, 2026. 

[Vicariate of India]

n The Superior General approved the 
acceptance of the Saint Joseph scho-
ol in Hatikali (Community of Simalu-
guri, Assam), that Mgr Paul Mattekatt, 
Bishop of Diphu wanted to entrust to 
our Congregation.

General Council’s meeting on February 23rd, 2026 in Bethlehem
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The eighth and final journey to Rome

14 November – 2 December 1893

Two years earlier, in May 1891, 
upon returning from his first 
journey to the Holy Land, Father 
Etchécopar had gone to Rome to 
personally deliver the deeds of the 
diocesan proceedings concerning 
Father Garicoïts. However, these 
proceedings did not definitively 
conclude the work on the Founder 
in the Diocese of Bayonne, since the 
procedure established in the Causes 
of Saints required the submission of 
an authenticated copy of all writings 
attributed to Father Garicoïts to the 
Congregation of Rites.

On 8 September 1891, the Bishop 
of Bayonne, Monsignor Jauffret, 
issued a decree requiring all those 
in possession of writings or letters of 
the Servant of God to hand them over 
so they could be transcribed. The 
most significant work was carried 
out by Father Quillahauquy, to whom 
Etchécopar had entrusted the task 
of collecting, analysing, classifying, 
and numbering all the writings 
of Father Garicoïts preserved at 
Bétharram—more than 17,000 
handwritten pages! Everything was 

then copied and authenticated by 
a specially constituted diocesan 
tribunal. This work lasted more than 
two years.

On 13 November 1893, Father 
Etchécopar wrote a circular letter 
announcing that the work of copying 
and authenticating the Founder’s 
writings was complete: “Tomorrow, 
on 14 November, God willing, we 
shall depart for Rome with our dear 
Father Miro. Pray to our Divine 
Mother to bless all our undertakings 
and to bring us quickly back among 
you.”

This was Father Etchécopar’s final 
journey to Rome, accompanied 
by Father Miro, who was the vice-
postulator of the Founder’s Cause. 
After a stop in Marseille, they 
arrived in Rome on the morning of 
16 November and stayed at Saint-
Louis-des-Français.

For the elderly Superior General, it 
was a frantic race to visit, greet, and 
thank all those who had taken the 
Cause of Father Garicoïts to heart—
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especially the Postulator, Father 
Ligiez, a Dominican; the lawyer 
assigned to the Cause, Father 
Angelo Mariani; and the Procurator 
of the Congregation in Rome, Father 
Cicognani, also a Dominican.

On 17 November, he went to the 
palace of the Congregation of Rites 
to submit the authenticated copy of 
the Founder’s writings. That same 
day, he visited the lawyer, who 
reassured him about the excellent 
impression the Cause had made in 
Roman Curia circles: “Your Cause,” 
Mr Mariani assured us, “is good—
very good; it will succeed…” 1

The lawyer then informed Father 
Etchécopar that, in order to introduce 
the Cause to the Congregation 
of Rites and begin the Apostolic 
Proceedings of the Founder, new 
Letters of Postulation were required, 
to be requested from cardinals, 
archbishops, bishops, superiors 
general, Catholic laypeople, and 
others. This was a new task that 
would occupy Father Etchécopar 
actively over the following months2:  

1) Letter to Fr. Victor Bourdenne, 17 November 1893.
2) These letters were returned to Congregation and are preserved in the archives of Bétharram.
3) Letter to Fr. Victor Bourdenne, 17 November 1893.
4) The Cardinal Ponent (or Rapporteur) is the one who supports the Cause of a Servant of God when it is pre-
sented at the plenary sessions of the Cardinals of the Congregation for Rites (today’s Dicastery for the Causes of 
Saints).

“So, to work then! Let us thank Our 
Saviour and His Most Holy Mother. 
We must draw up the list of high-
ranking dignitaries who know us 
best, and are the most devoted to 
the Congregation. As for America, 
given the distance, it would be good 
to write promptly to our Fathers 
there, with the enclosed instructions. 
The same applies to the Holy Land. 
Up to now, we could have prepared 
this work; but let us trust! It is so 
necessary, in order to succeed, to 
feel the nothingness of man and the 
all of the good God!!!” 3

On 18 November, Etchécopar and 
Miro personally met Cardinal 
Gaetano Masella, Prefect of the 
Congregation of Rites, who agreed 
to act as the new cardinal “Ponent” 4 
for the Cause of Father Garicoïts. On 
22 November, they were received in 
audience by Pope Leo XIII. On that 
occasion, as he had done previously, 
Father Etchécopar wrote a circular 
letter to the entire Congregation: 
“Father Miro and I have just come 
from the audience with the Holy 
Father; we come from it moved to 
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tears, deeply edified, yet unable 
to express what we have seen and 
heard.”

Father Etchécopar’s stay in Rome 
continued with further visits and 
meetings. He took the opportunity 
to request postulatory letters from 
certain cardinals and superiors 
general, as well as from some 
French bishops whom he met at 
Saint-Louis-des-Français. On 21 
November, he wrote to Father 
Bourdenne: “For two days now I have 
not found a quiet moment to write 
to you, despite my desire to recount 
each of our days. We were eager 
to carry out all the procedures and 
gather all the useful information for 
our treasured proceedings… First 

of all, we set about collecting the 
postulatory letters here in Rome, 
among the Cardinals…”

Finally, on 29 November, he left Rome 
by the 10 p.m. train and returned to 
Bétharram on the afternoon of 2 
December.

The Founder’s Cause did not proceed 
as quickly as Father Etchécopar had 
hoped. The study and analysis of 
Father Garicoïts’ writings continued 
for several years, and it was only 
on 24 March 1897 that the decree 
recognizing the orthodoxy of his 
writings was issued. Sadly, less than 
two months later, Father Etchécopar 
passed away. ◾



““

“

What happiness to love each other so, to practise 
unlimited charity, each in the limits of his position! To get 
on well with all kinds of people, without distinction, and to 
act in unison to the same end, having only one language… 
in a word, to respond so well to the most ardent wish of the 
heart of Christ: May they be one! Being men of community, 
all that we do has the greatest impact and the greatest 
consequences: for each of our actions affects the whole 
community, on which it draws blessing or curse, which it 
builds up or destroys.

(St Michael Garicoïts, Spiritual Master 358)

“


