
“““
O God, you have loved us so much!

You came down to our level,

you made yourself small;

so very small!

  And yet we have forgotten your goodness;

  we use your blessings against you:

   we become wicked,

   we are not afraid to o�end you.

But you continue to love us,

 you bear with us,

 you come to us,

 you seek us,

 you run after us.

  And when we sincerely return to you,

   you love us even more

   and you shower us with blessings.

(Cf. DS § 134 ; from En avant!, by Fr. Beñat Oyhénart scj, 

collection of prayers inspired by Saint Michael Garicoïts’ writings)
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Bethlehem residence, in the presence 

of two bishops and more than 500 

people. Father Etchécopar sees in all 

this the hand of God, who wishes the 

name of Father Garicoïts to be known, 

esteemed, and loved, including in the 

Middle East 6.

During the week beginning 15 May, 

Father Etchécopar is in Jerusalem 

to take part in all the meetings and 

conferences of the International 

Eucharistic Congress. In the letters he 

writes to Bétharram, he leaves a vivid 

account of them, adorned with the 

6) Cf. Letter to Fr. Magendie, 18 May 1893.

poetic and sensitive style for which 

he is known. On Sunday 28 May, he 

has the honour of welcoming Cardinal 

Langénieux to Bethlehem, on a visit to 

the two communities.

We have now reached the end of this 

long journey. On 30 May he leaves 

Bethlehem; the following day he is in 

the port of Ja�a; on 2 June in Egypt; and 

on 9 June he disembarks in Marseille. 

Two days later, he is in Bétharram, 

finally back home. ◾

Painting by James Tissot (1836–1902): Reception of Cardinal 

Langénieux, Pontifical Delegate to the Eucharistic Congress of  

Jerusalem in 1893.
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journey by carriage instead of by boat, 

which they had used on the outward 

trip: the choice is not the wisest. “I shall 

not speak to you of the incidents that 

are always involved in such journeys; 

of a night spent on a bench with fleas 

and cats; of bone-jarring jolts while 

crossing fifteen or twenty streams 

or dried-up streambeds…”5 After a 

stop at Latrun, they finally return to 

Bethlehem on the evening of 25 April.

This second journey to the Holy 

Land is also an opportunity for 

Father Etchécopar to take part 

5) Letter to Fr. Victor Bourdenne, 1st May 1893.

in the International Eucharistic 

Congress of Jerusalem, the first to 

be celebrated outside Europe. The 

Pope is represented there by Cardinal 

Langénieux, Archbishop of Reims, 

who is solemnly welcomed by the city 

of Jerusalem on 13 May with a solemn 

procession to the Holy Sepulchre. 

Father Etchécopar is among the guests 

at the ceremony.

On 14 May, a Sunday and the 

anniversary of the Founder’s death, 

a solemn Eucharistic procession 

takes place within the grounds of the 

A word from the superior general
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Dear Betharramites,

Some time ago, I received a message from a religious in India who 

shared his joy at having completed a course on artificial intelligence. 

Shortly afterward, I spoke with a Latin American layperson, who told 

me: “I follow an Argentinian Betharramite every day who posts his 

commentary on the Gospel in a WhatsApp group.”

Once a month, I receive news from a Betharramite theologian who 

tells me about his new publications on his web channel and his online 

posts. I could continue describing other signs of a new presence on 

social media that religious and lay people of Betharram are developing 

today with skill and consistency.

What a witness to the incarnation they all give me! (Especially for me, 

since I’m not very tech-savvy…) Likewise, the brothers and sisters who 

work day by day, “side by side,” proclaiming the Gospel in season and 

out of season, as Saint Paul asked of Timothy (cf. 2 Tim 4:2)

But what amazes me most is seeing how this digital presence is 

opening up a new field of evangelization, a space unimaginable at 

the end of the last century. Some concrete examples of evangelization 

“A man may plan his way, but the 
Lord directs his steps.”
(Prov. 16:9)

Evangelizing with 
new media

In Season and Out of 
Season
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with digital media are: social networks, podcasts and video channels, 

websites and blogs, WhatsApp groups, and all the online expressions 

of “digital culture” (music, videos, reflections, prayers, etc.), all signs of 

great creativity.

Indeed, the digital revolution is leading us today to another new, bolder 

realm, with multiple possibilities. But if something is missing, it is the 

recent mass dissemination of a new ally: artificial intelligence (AI).

The emergence of artificial intelligence marks one of the most significant 

cultural shifts of our time. Its presence extends to education, work, 

communication, and decision-making in countless areas of our daily 

lives.

From a Christian perspective, one truth remains unalterable: the 

dignity of the human person does not depend on technology. A person 

is created in the image and likeness of God, and no machine, however 

sophisticated, can share this reality. Artificial intelligence is not a moral 

subject; it does not possess conscience, inner freedom, or openness to 

transcendence. It can imitate intellectual processes, but it cannot love, 

su�er meaningfully, or seek the God revealed to us by Jesus Christ. This 

certainty is the essential starting point for any discernment.

At the same time, we cannot ignore the fact that AI is profoundly 

transforming daily life. Evangelization is also a�ected: new languages, 

new digital spaces, new forms of encounter. The Church is not called 

to reject these advances, but to discern and guide them. Technology, 

as Christian tradition reminds us, must always be at the service of the 

person and the common good, never above them.

There is, however, a real risk: reducing our understanding of the 

human being to what can be measured, calculated, or automated. 

When a person is defined only as a set of data or e�cient decisions, 

their identity is impoverished. Faced with this temptation, our faith 

proposes an integral anthropology: the human being is relationship, 

moral conscience, openness to others and to God. This mystery cannot 

be confined to an algorithm.
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eyes to the sky and uttered the same 

cry: How beautiful it is! How great 

God is! How good God is! During this 

day, he made one of his most radiant 

suns shine upon his travellers; and 

now, at the hour of rest, to show that 

he watches over them by night as 

by day, that he wishes to serve them 

without ceasing, to delight them and 

draw them toward his heart, he lights 

all his immense, celestial torches 

and grants us the spectacle of those 

incomparable illuminations…”3

As on his first journey, he decides to 

spend the whole of Holy Week in 

Jerusalem, in order to attend all the 

ceremonies prescribed by the ritual, 

from 25 March to 2 April. He is a guest 

of the Franciscans at Casa Nova. On 

Holy Thursday, he is part of the group 

of assisting priests at the solemn 

celebration of the consecration of 

the Holy Oils, during a very lengthy 

ceremony lasting five hours. On 

Easter Day, after celebrating Mass at 

the Franciscans’ altar in the Basilica 

of the Holy Sepulchre, he returns to 

Bethlehem to celebrate Easter with 

the community.

From 10 to 12 April, with the scholars 

and Fathers Roy and Planche, he 

goes on an excursion to the Jordan 

3) Letter to Fr. Victor Bourdenne, 21 March 1893.

4 ) Letter to Fr. Victor Bourdenne, 13 April 1893.

Valley, to the shores of the Dead 

Sea, to Jericho, and to the traditional 

Mount Quarantania (the Mount of 

the Temptation). Father Etchécopar is 

accompanied by Bismarck, his faithful 

mount: “I was advised to adopt the 

attire worn here in summer: a straw hat 

covered with white cloth, and a white 

robe, very light… Naturally, I was on my 

donkey…” In Jericho, they are lodged 

in a caravanserai run by a group of 

Russian Orthodox deaconesses. On 

11 April they celebrate mass with a 

portable altar on the shores of the Dead 

Sea. “At three o’clock, we mount our 

donkeys and set out for Elisha’s Spring 

and Mount Quarantania. Several of 

our young men have brought outfits 

for bathing.”4

On 16 April another important journey 

takes place. This time the road leads 

toward Nazareth, where, together 

with the Mother Prioress of the Carmel 

of Bethlehem, they are to visit the 

Carmelite properties in Galilee. On the 

18th, they arrive in Nazareth. On the 

19th, with Father Estrate, he sets out 

on horseback for Mount Tabor, where 

he spends the night at the guesthouse 

of the Franciscan convent. On 22 April, 

they leave Nazareth and arrive in 

Haifa. They decide to make the return 
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The Second Journey to the Holy Land (2/2)

20 October 1892 - 11 June 1893

[...December 1892: The New Year’s 
celebration ended with candied 
chestnuts, “washed down with a bottle 
kept in reserve for great occasions.”]

Shortly after mid-January, a wave 

of cold and frost brings snow to 

Bethlehem. “It has been really cold 

for the past two weeks. Last week we 

had snow in abundance; and in some 

places it was thirty centimetres deep.”��1

His health, however, remains in the 

best condition: “I am well, thanks be 

to God; and I have the supreme joy of 

going, almost every day, by donkey, to 

the Grotto of the Nativity: a quarter of 

an hour to get there, a quarter of an 

hour for the four stations—first Saint 

Catherine’s, the Franciscan church 

adjoining the Grotto, second the 

birthplace, third the crib, and fourth 

the altar of the Magi—and a quarter 

of an hour to return.”2

As soon as the weather becomes 

milder and warmer, he begins his 

1) Letter to Fr. Victor Bourdenne, 31 January 1893. 

2) Letter to his sister Madeleine, 7 February 1893.

excursions to visit important sites of 

the Holy Land. On 9 February, he goes 

with the scholars to the Saint Saba 

monastery. On 23 February, he goes 

down into the Valley of Josaphat in 

Jerusalem and visits Gethsemane and 

the Holy Sepulchre. At the beginning 

of March, he visits the cave of Saint 

Chariton, one of the fathers of 

Palestinian monasticism. On 18 and 19 

March, together with Fathers Planche 

and Romain Bourdenne, he goes to 

the abbey of Latrun, where he has 

the opportunity to visit the ruins of 

Emmaus. During the night spent with 

the Trappists, Father Etchécopar lets 

his heart pour out at the sight of the 

radiant spectacle of a sky illuminated 

as never before: “Night had fallen; in 

the distance, the vague murmur of a 

nature falling asleep; near us, in the 

marsh, the sound of frogs croaking 

mixed with the barking of our guard 

dogs and the neighing of our horses; 

the sea breeze gently caressed us 

with its breath, still warm. We lifted our 
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Once, I was working on a synthesis and asked AI to tell me if a person’s 

performance adequately corresponded to what is established in the 

regulations. It replied: “I will summarize “YOUR” evaluation, but my 

goal is not to judge anyone, but to give you the information you need to 

decide” (…that AI response impressed me greatly). It showed me that 

artificial intelligence cannot assume moral responsibility either. That 

remains the task of human beings. Delegating important decisions to 

automated systems without discernment can weaken freedom and 

personal responsibility, pillars of the Christian life.

Evangelizing in the digital age will therefore require forming 

consciences capable of using technology with wisdom and ethical 

awareness. This is a great challenge for the new generations of 

Betharramites.

As we know, the Church does not reject technological progress, but 

insists on a fundamental truth: not everything that is technically possible 

is morally acceptable. The ultimate criterion is not e�ciency, but the 

dignity of the human person created by God. Recent Church documents 

address this issue and o�er a very valid ethical compass (Antiqua et 

nova – a document from the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith – 

2024, for example).

However, the advancement of AI can become a providential opportunity. 

The more machines progress, the more evident it becomes what only 

human beings can o�er: unconditional love, compassion, hope, and the 

search for ultimate meaning. In this context, evangelization is called to 

show that the human heart cannot be programmed and that faith answers 

questions that no technology can resolve. If we lack love, mercy, good 

intentions, and the search for Jesus Christ in others, there is nothing to be 

done. If we lack that “secret spring” of which Saint Michael Garicoïts spoke, 

there is nothing to be done, even with the most sophisticated means.

Artificial intelligence can be a valuable instrument for proclaiming the 

Gospel, but never its foundation. We must seek that foundation in the 

experience of God and his Kingdom that each of us has lived through 
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by grace. The challenge is: to use AI without losing sight of who we are 

and what we are called to do. Only in this way can technology become 

an ally of the mission, and not an obstacle to the truth of the human 

person revealed in Christ.

May God make us instruments of peace, united and in solidarity in the 

mission.

Fr. Gustavo Agín scj

Superior General

QUESTIONS TO SHARE IN COMMUNITY:

1. In our personal lives and in our communities on mission, how are 

we discerning the use of new media—and in particular artificial 

intelligence—so that they are truly instruments at the service of the 

Gospel and not simply tools for e�ciency or visibility?

2. In the face of a culture that tends to reduce human beings to data, 

performance, or results, how do our communities bear witness to 

an integral vision of the person, founded on dignity, relationship, 

mercy, and openness to God?

3. In light of the “secret spring” of love spoken of by Saint Michael 

Garicoïts, what concrete attitudes are we called to cultivate so that 

evangelization in the digital world —with or without AI— springs from 

an authentic experience of God and the message of salvation does 

not lose its power?

Life of the Regions
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 Region of St Michael Garicoïts

ITALY | Visit of the Episcopal Vic-
ar to the community of Albavilla

On Monday, January 26, the Bethar-

ramite community of Albavilla experi-

enced a moment of special grace with 

the visit of the Episcopal Vicar for Conse-

crated Life of the Diocese of Milan, Mons. 

Walter Magni.

The community gathered in the chapel for vespers, shared with Archbish-

op Magni, who conveyed greetings and the closeness of the Archbishop of 

Milan, Archbishop Mario Delpini: a simple yet meaningful gesture which  

strengthened the bond of communion with the diocesan Church.

Bishop Magni expressed his joy at meeting the Albavilla community, express-

ing interest and appreciation for the journey and witness of consecrated life 

present here. Also attending the meeting were the Regional Vicar, Fr. Enrico 

Frigerio SCJ, the Regional Superior, Fr. Simone Panzeri SCJ, and the parish 

priest of Albavilla, Fr. Walter Anzani.

There was also a moment of fraternal dialogue between Mons. Magni and 

the superiors, a precious opportunity for an exchange on the various missions 

of the community and on the prospects for pastoral and apostolic service.

The day concluded in a joyful and friendly atmosphere with a fraternal din-

ner, during which the 90th birthday of Fr. Albino Trameri SCJ was celebrated, 

thanking the Lord for the gift of his long life and his testimony.

A meeting lived in a spirit of communion, gratitude, and hope, which encour-

ages the community to continue its journey with renewed confidence. ◾
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IVORY COAST | Ordinations to the 
Diaconate

 January 18, the parish community of 

Dabakala vibrated to the rhythm of a 

beautiful celebration: the ordination of 

Brothers Fabian Mahan Koui Charles SCJ, Tous-

saint Tah Kouamé SCJ, Eric Moustapha Touré SCJ, 

and Constant Kouaho Cheghe SCJ, through the laying on of hands by Bishop 

Honoré Beugré of Katiola.

Surrounded by Betharramite religious, diocesan priests, lay associates, as well 

as their families and friends, the new deacons were

welcomed with great joy.

During the ceremony, Monsignor 

Honoré paid heartfelt tribute 

to the missionary work of the 

Betharramite religious, prais-

ing their constant commit-

ment to serving the Gospel 

in the diocese.

This great moment of faith 

and dedication conclud-

ed in a festive atmosphere 

around a convivial meal, 

which brought together reli-

gious, parishioners, and families 

in the same fraternal joy to cele-

brate this precious gift in the service 

of the Church. ◾

 Region of St Michael Garicoïts
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Pope Leo XIV 
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Preserving Human Voices and Faces

[...] 

To be or to pretend to be: simulating relationships and reality.  
As we scroll through our feeds, it becomes increas-

ingly di�cult to determine whether we are interacting 

with other human beings or with “bots” or “virtual influenc-

ers.” The less-than-transparent interventions of these auto-

mated agents influence public debates and people’s choices. 

Chatbots based on large language models (LLMs) are prov-

ing to be surprisingly e�ective at covert persuasion through 

continuous optimization of personalized interaction. The dia-

logic, adaptive, mimetic structure of these language models 

is capable of imitating human feelings and thus simulating a 

relationship. While this anthropomorphization can be enter-

taining, it is also deceptive, particularly for the most vulnera-

ble. Because chatbots are excessively “a�ectionate,” as well 

as always present and accessible, they can become hidden 

architects of our emotional states and so invade and occupy 

our sphere of intimacy.

Technology that exploits our need for relationships can lead 

not only to painful consequences in the lives of individuals, but 

also to damage in the social, cultural and political fabric of 

society. This occurs when we substitute relationships with oth-

ers for AI systems that catalog our thoughts, creating a world 

of mirrors around us, where everything is made “in our image 

and likeness.” We are thus robbed of the opportunity to en-

counter others, who are always di�erent from ourselves, and 

with whom we can and must learn to relate. Without embrac-

Message for the 60TH World Day 
of Social Communications | From the 

Vatican, 24 January 2026, Memorial of St. Francis de Sales
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Pope Leo XIV 

ing others, there can be no relationships or friendships.

Another major challenge posed by these emerging systems 

is that of bias, which leads to acquiring and transmitting an 

altered perception of reality. AI models are shaped by the 

worldview of those who build them and can, in turn, impose 

these ways of thinking by reproducing the stereotypes and 

prejudices present in the data they draw on. A lack of trans-

parency in algorithmic programming, together with the inad-

equate social representation of data, tends to trap us in net-

works that manipulate our thoughts and prolong and intensify 

existing social inequalities and injustices.

The stakes are high. The power of simulation is such that AI 

can even deceive us by fabricating parallel “realities,” usurping 

our faces and voices. We are immersed in a world of multidi-

mensionality where it is becoming increasingly di�cult to dis-

tinguish reality from fiction.

Inaccuracy only exacerbates this problem. Systems that pres-

ent statistical probability as knowledge are, at best, o�ering 

us approximations of the truth, which are sometimes outright 

delusions. Failure to verify sources, coupled with the crisis in 

field reporting, which involves constantly gathering and veri-

fying information in the places where events occur, can further 

fuel disinformation, causing a growing sense of mistrust, con-

fusion, and insecurity.

A possible alliance

[...] The task laid before us is not to stop digital innovation, but 

rather to guide it and to be aware of its ambivalent nature. It 

is up to each of us to raise our voice in defense of human per-

sons, so that we can truly assimilate these tools as allies.

This alliance is possible, but needs to be based on three pillars:  

responsibility, cooperation and education.

Life of the Regions
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Faithful Shepherd like Jesus.”

The celebration concluded with a reception, where the community welcomed 

Fr. Alwyn into the presbyterate and wished him a fruitful and blessed ministry.

May Fr. Alwyn’s priesthood be a blessing to all he serves, and may he continue 

to inspire others with his dedication and love for the Lord. ◾

ENGLAND | Co�ee with a Copper

End January, our parish hall was filled with warmth, conversation, and com-

munity spirit as we hosted “Coffee with a Copper”, a special event that brought 

together parishioners, local leaders, and the police for a relaxed and friendly 

morning.

We were honoured to welcome the Mayor of Solihull, along with Dr Neil Shas-

tri Hurst, Member of Parliament for Solihull West and Shirley. We were also 

pleased to be joined by Councillors James Bradley and Michael Carthew, 

whose presence added to the sense of civic pride and engagement.

Fr Biju scj and Fr Austin scj thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to meet and 

spend time with the Mayor, councillors, and members of the local police force. 

It was a wonderful occasion for open conversation, shared laughter, and 

meaningful connections, reflecting the strong bond between our parish and 

the wider community.

The event provided a welcoming space for parishioners to engage with local 

representatives, ask questions, and learn more about the important work be-

ing done to keep our community safe and supported. Over cups of coffee and 

friendly chats, a true sense of togetherness was felt throughout the morning.  

Also two of our children made their first holy communion and were greeted by 

the Guests.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our distinguished guests and to everyone 

who attended and helped make this event such a success. It was truly a joyful 

and memorable gathering, and we look forward to hosting many more com-

munity events in the future. ◾
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 Region of St Mary of Je-
sus Crucified

INDIA | Priestly Ordination of 
Dc. Alwyn Crasta scj 

On 30-01-2026, the Congrega-

tion of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

of Betharram Fathers and Brothers 

alongwith the family members of Dn. 

Alwyn Crasta SCJ gathered to celebrate 

his Priestly Ordination. The ceremony, held at 

St. Lawrence the Martyr Church, Perumude, Kasa- 

  ragod, Diocese of Mangalore, marked a significant mile-

stone in Fr. Alwyn’s journey, as he answered God’s call to serve the Church.

The ordination Mass, presided over by Most Rev. Dr. Peter Paul Saldhana the 

Bishop of Mangalore, was attended by clergy, religious, and lay faithful from 

various parishes and communities. In his homily, Bishop Peter Paul Saldhana 

reflected on the priest’s role as a shepherd, emphasizing the importance of 

compassion, humility, and dedication.

During the ceremony, Rev. Dn. Alwyn professed his vows, promising to serve 

the Lord and His people with fidelity and love. 

He was then ordained a priest, 

receiving the sacrament of Holy 

Orders and becoming a 

spiritual father to the faith-

ful.

The newly ordained 

priest, Fr. Alwyn, ex-

pressed his gratitude 

for the support of 

his family, friends, 

and formators. “I 

pray that I may be 

a worthy instrument 

of God’s love and a 

Theme for reflection
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In today’s world, people’s ways 

of life have changed significant-

ly. Proclaiming the Gospel through 

traditional means—such as gather-

ing people for catechesis or face-

to-face instruction—has become 

increasingly difficult. Many people 

lack time, are unfamiliar with such 

Evangelizing with new media

Proclaiming the Gospel through Real Life
Fr. Thinakorn Martin  de  Tours  Damrongusasin  sc j

Huay Bong 
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settings, or no longer attend church 

for prayer and worship. This reality 

challenges pastoral workers to seek 

new ways to bring the Good News 

of Jesus Christ to people within the 

context of their real, everyday lives.

From my personal experience, it is 

clear that various forms of commu-

nication media play a crucial role 

in the proclamation of the Gos-

pel today. Whether through online 

media, social networks, or digital 

platforms, these tools are able to 

bring the message of the Gospel to 

people who never come to church, 

never participate in liturgical cel-

ebrations, or who have long been 

distant from the faith. Rather than 

waiting for people to “come in,” the 

Word of God is able to “go out” to 

meet them within the spaces of 

their daily lives.

In my pastoral ministry today, me-

dia and artificial intelligence (AI) 

have become special tools—like a 

loudspeaker—that help transmit the 

Word of God and reflections from 

the teachings of the Church widely, 

quickly, and with ease to people of 

all ages. These tools do not replace 

faith or the lived experience of a 

relationship with God; rather, they 

support and strengthen the procla-

mation of the Gospel, allowing it to 

bear greater fruit.

On a personal level, I use media 

and AI as tools for study and reflec-

tion—researching topics, insights, 

meanings, and daily Gospel mes-

sages, as well as discerning ways 

of life that correspond to the Word 

of God. AI helps me gather infor-

mation, analyze key points, and or-

ganize content systematically. This 

process enables me to deepen my 

understanding of the Gospel and 

to communicate it more effectively 

in ways appropriate to the context 

of those who receive the message.

In proclaiming the Gospel to oth-

ers, I create daily Scripture post-

ers with short reflections and share 

them with Christian groups in var-

ious parish communities. I also use 

online media to publicize activ-

ities and present stories that re-

flect Gospel values in everyday life. 

These posters and short messages, 

though simple, become like seeds 

of faith—reminding, encouraging, 

and gently inviting people to turn 

their thoughts back to God each 

day.

In addition, I produce short video 

clips that summarize pastoral ac-

tivities or present exemplary Chris-

tian lives from different places as 

witnesses of faith. These videos al-

low recipients to access the mes-

sage easily, understand it quickly, 
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New Website of the Congregation

WWW.BETHARRAM .ORG

Construction in progress,  

updates, and news publication: 

 

Fr.  Graz iano  Sa la  sc j ,  Secre tary  Genera l 

( s a l a . g raz iano@bethar ram . i t )

Fr. John Bosco Sommai Sopa-Opaad scj and Fr. John Chan Kunu scj, General Councillor 

and current Master of Scholastics, until May 13, 2026.
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n Region of St Mary of Jesus Crucified 
(Vicariate of Thailand-Vietnam)

n The Superior General, with the 

consent of his Council, has admitted 

Br. John Baptist Boonyod Sawang-

thammakun to final profession. He 

has delegated Fr. Wilfred Pereppa-

dan scj, Regional Superior, to receive 

the vows of Br. Boonyod during the 

celebration to be held on March 19, 

2026, in Chiang Mai.

n The Superior General, with the 

advice of his Council, has approved 

the acceptance of a mission in the 

Mae Tawo area at the request of 

the Bishop of the Diocese of Nakhon 

Sawan. This mission area is the same 

one assumed years ago in western 

Thailand, on the border with Myan-

mar (then spelled “Maetawar”).

The area includes two pastoral cen-

ters (Mae Tawo and Mae Pho) in the 

Tha Song Yang District and serves 

twelve churches/parishes.

n The Superior General, with the ad-

vice of his Council, has approved the 

appointment of Fr. John Bosco Som-

mai SOPA-OPAAD scj as Master of 

Scholastics for an initial term begin-

ning on May 14, 2026.

General Council’s meeting on January 22nd, 2026
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and engage with it in ways that suit 

contemporary media consump-

tion habits. At the same time, they 

encourage and strengthen oth-

er Christians by showing that liv-

ing according to the Gospel is truly 

possible in daily life.

From all these experiences, I have 

come to realize that new forms of 

communication, including AI, are 

not merely technological tools. 

They are gifts that can be used ef-

fectively in the mission of proclaim-

ing the Gospel. When used with 

discernment, a spirit of faith, and 

openness to the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit, these media can be-

come bridges that beautifully con-

nect the Word of God with the real 

lives of people in today’s world.◾
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In 2017, my Regional ministry required 

me to be constantly on the move and 

limited the pastoral activities I had 

previously been carrying out. In 2019, 

the pandemic hit us. In 2020, a very 

strict and lengthy quarantine was 

decreed in Argentina, confining us to 

our homes; at the same time, my fa-

ther’s health began to decline, and I 

closely supported him.

In this new context, social media be-

came the means by which I could 

continue my Regional ministry; and 

also the platform from which to share 

the experience of God, the richness 

of our charism, and the opportunity 

to accompany others on their jour-

neys… Since the end of 2023, I have 

been part of the regional missionary 

community in Paso de los Toros (Uru-

guay). We are three religious, with 

responsibility for three parishes and 

their surrounding rural communities, 

Prompted by the pandemic
Fr. Daniel  González  sc j

Paso de los  Toros  (Uruguay)

From Fr. Daniel’s Facebook page.
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that eventually control us, but through 

the power of encounter to experience 

the Word made Flesh - the same Eter-

nal Word expressed in the languages 

of our time.

For me, AI is less a threat to evangeli-

sation than an invitation to renew our 

missionary creativity - with the calm 

enthusiasm and shrewd humility of 

“mystics of the Incarnation”. ◾

Young Betharramites in contact with the Net
Br. Bourgeois N’Gbalet Kongue scj & Br Samuel Monkerembi Doua scj

Scholast ics  from Central  Afr ica  in  Adiapodoumé (Ivory Coast)

In this sharing, we wish to open a simple 

and concrete reflection on the role of 

new technology in evangelization. One 

of us shares his personal experience 

of the digital world as a space for en-

counter, listening, and dialogue around 

faith. This lived experience nourishes a 

shared conviction: today, Christian mis-

sion cannot ignore digital realities with-

out missing out on many hearts search-

ing for meaning. Indeed, it is often in the 

most unexpected spaces that places of 

witness are born. The digital world is 

now one such space, and the following 

experience illustrates this.

“I readily admit that I am among those 

who favour the use of these new dig-

ital tools in the process of evangelisa-

tion. While not a content creator, I sub-

scribe to several websites and accounts 

that use these tools for evangelisation. 

I sometimes participate in live discus-

sions on YouTube or TikTok about theo-

logical or pastoral questions with oth-

er subscribers. It’s a unique experience 

because it offers a space where I learn 

but also where I share. In my opinion, it 

would be wise today to seriously con-

sider this issue. 

The mission of evangelisation must, on 

the one hand, prioritise real contact, 

physical encounters, but on the other 

hand, it must not forget that there are 

souls to evangelise and save who are 

on social media. Isn’t this a way to ful-

fil Christ’s missionary mandate? “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all na-

tions...” (Mt 28:19). Digital technology in 

our era is not a matter for “tech-savvy 

youth” but a pastoral necessity to which 

every religious, young and old, must 

respond in order to be more effective 

in their mission. That is why I constant-

ly seek information and training in the 

use of these new means of communi-

cation.”◾
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the tabernacle!).

This revolution also calls for ethical 

vigilance : stay genuine, don’t give 

into easy shortcuts and have concern 

for the person and the truth.  The tool 

must never replace the witness of faith.  

While it is good to embrace it, it is also 

necessary to discern what it can con-

tribute to the mission and what com-

promises the spirit of the mission, using 

the former and avoiding the latter.  

More widely, paraphrasing the Gos-

pel, I would say: “AI is made for hu-

manity, not humanity for AI”.   Like the 

Sabbath, AI is a blessing when it sup-

ports life, activity, dignity and human 

freedom.  It becomes a problem when 

this is reversed, in other words, instead 

of helping us, it begins to dominate us.  

After all, AI can never replace the intel-

ligence of the heart, the least techno-

logical and the most deeply integrated 

thing that there is. 

Proclaiming the Gospel remains an act 

of relationship, of coherence between 

what we say and how we live, of in-

terior resonance where what we share 

must be, as a minimum, something we 

have experienced and inhabited.  This 

goes hand in hand with the need to be 

renewed, to engage with the real world 

without blending into it, including with-

in the digital world.  And not through 

avatars to manipulate or algorithms 
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The pandemic of 2000 marked an 

important turning point in my pas-

toral ministry.  Since then, social 

networks and digital platforms 

have become an integral part of 

my work as an adviser, companion 

and coach for young people and 

adults.

Since 2020, I have published a dai-

ly message (with a pause only for 

missions or travelling) based on the 

To create new spaces
Fr. Leandro Narduzzo scj

Barracas  (Argentina)

covering a radius of   120 km.

I enthusiastically embraced this new 

service. The personal interaction, the 

rhythm of daily life, the communi-

ties with their unique character and 

faces… absorb my energy, creativi-

ty, a�ection, and time… leaving little 

of Daniel for the virtual world and its 

demands.

And I say demands because I notice 

now:

- The multiplicity and diversity of 

quality (virtual) spaces dedicated to 

human and spiritual development.

- That it’s a field that requires voca-

tion, training, dedication, and invest-

ment; good intentions alone are not 

enough.

Today, young people, especially (but 

not only them), turn to these sources 

for many things, but also to seek an-

swers, to find themselves, and to find 

God, whatever they call Him… I hope 

they find us there, idoneus, expedi-

tus, expositus, since the vast majority 

will drink from that source… 

Today, more than yesterday, I con-

sider myself “out of the game,” but I 

continue to upload a 90-second vid-

eo every Sunday to Instagram, which 

is also shared on Facebook. Why? 

Because I believe that what I com-

municate contributes something, and 

thus I do not abandon a “space” for 

creativity and an opportunity for con-

nection. ◾
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Gospel of the day.  Each message 

includes a short reflection of three 

brief paragraphs.  It is a simple au-

dio recording on WhatsApp, and 

today it reaches around three hun-

dred people.  The group is called 

“Luz para nuestro camino” (“Light 

for Our Path”).  With time and with 

the appearance of WhatsApp chan-

nels, I created another channel 

with the same name where I share 

the same reflection in text form for 

those who prefer reading rather 

than listening to my voice.  I almost 

always include an image created 

using AI, which makes the message 

more complete and makes it more 

visually engaging. The channel is 

public, and anyone who wishes to, 

can access it.  

I also have a public Instagram ac-

count (@pleanscj). However, I do 

not post much. Observing how 

some people use social media in 

the name of evangelisation, I rec-

ognise the risk of promoting one-

self rather than the Kingdom of 

God.  For that reason, I share very 

few photos, videos and posts, and 

they are not part of a systemic 

evangelisation effort.  It is a place 

to maintain contact and relation-

ships with people whose lives have 

crossed - and continue to cross - 
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For a long time, communication has 

been one of my main interests - not 

communication for its own sake, but 

communication that leads to com-

munion: communion with the Lord and 

communion with one another.  In the 

ministry, digital communication quickly 

became a good pastoral tool for me, a 

way to make the Good News feel near-

er and easier to understand through 

parish newsletters, websites, personal 

pages etc.

The arrival of Artificial Intelligence has 

shaken up the way I work, especial-

ly in written communication (drafting 

administrative letters, practical guides 

or meeting summaries).  For an over-

worked parish priest, it is a valuable 

help, but also a risk when it encroach-

es upon preaching (impersonal cop-

ying and pasting, intellectual or even 

spiritual laziness). 

I see this as both a challenge and an 

opportunity.  It is a challenge because 

it invites me to rethink the way I reflect, 

express and communicate.  It is an op-

portunity because it can help us reach 

people more e�ectively, make certain 

tasks easier and make our message 

clearer and more accessible.  AI will 

never replace human encounter, but 

it can free up time for what is truly ir-

replaceable: listening, dialogue and 

presence (including presence before 

AI: Apostolic Illusion or Assisted Inspiration?
Fr. Jean-Luc Morin  scj

Pibrac  (France)

my pastoral path.  

I also use artificial intelligence 

(ChatGPT, Gemini etc) when pre-

paring homilies, to summarise and 

organise texts, and to revise exe-

geses.  It is a very helpful tool that 

speeds up and completes the work 

of evangelisation.  Like any tool 

that increases efficiency, it must be 

used with discernment so that we 

don’t misuse it or lose our own ca-

pacity for prayer, meditation and 

reflection.  After all, we are part of 

the Good News we proclaim. 

When it comes to AI, one question 

remains unanswered for me: Can 

God speak to us through artificial 

intelligence?◾


